University of Memphis

University of Memphis Digital Commons
University of Memphis Magazine

Memphis State University/University of
Memphis Magazine

2022

University of Memphis Magazine, 2000 Summer

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.memphis.edu/speccoll-ua-alumni3

Recommended Citation
"University of Memphis Magazine, 2000 Summer" (2022). University of Memphis Magazine. 28.
https://digitalcommons.memphis.edu/speccoll-ua-alumni3/28

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Memphis State University/University of Memphis
Magazine at University of Memphis Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Memphis
Magazine by an authorized administrator of University of Memphis Digital Commons. For more information, please
contact khggerty@memphis.edu.

THE UNIVERSITY OF

1s Issue:
r, In Jerusa em
dor to the World

The University of Memphis Magazine

ssue

Summer 2000 Vol. 18 No. 3

··················· ········· ······· ··· ·· ···· ········· ········· ········ ···· ···· ········· ··············· ····· ········ ································· ···· · ........................................................... ......... .................................................................................... .

2 Newsbits

11

Cal's Zone ByGregRusse/1
Coach John Calipari galvanizes the city of Memphis as he
prepares for his first season with the Tigers.
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Ambassador to the World ByGabriefleMaxey
Lily Afshar is the 2000 Eminent Faculty Award winner.
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Next Year, in Jerusalem ByElizabethJaneWalker
This course changes students' lives while it broadens their
intellects.
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Online Overhaul ByJustinEntzminger
The U of M constructs the shiniest, fastest roadster on the
information superhighway.

On the cover: Students in U of Minternational study programs have opportunities to learn firsthand about other
cultures when they enroll in classes such
as "Israel: Antiquity in Modernity"
(Photo by Elizabeth Jane Walker)
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Formula ror Success By Elizabeth Jane Walker
Interim President Ralph Faudree strives to bring the
University to a new prime.
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Opera students Karen Schowalter and Alonzo Murphy-Johnson join philanthropist Rudi Scheidt at a press conference announcing creation of the Rudi E. Scheidt School of Music.

Amistad Consultant Speaks on Africa
A descendant of the leader of
the Amistad slave ship revolt
spoke at a World Affairs Council
meeting in April. The program,
"Promoting a New Partnership
with Africa," took place on The
U of M campus.
Speaker Samuel H. Pieh
encouraged the crowd to engage in
lifelong learning so
they can further justice and peace and
fight against selfishness, greed and ignorance.
Pieh is the greatgrandson of Joseph
Cinque, leader of the
Amistad revolt. En
route to being sold in
the slave trade in

1839, Cinque and other West
Africans seized the Spanish ship.
The incident became the subject of
the 1997 film Amistad, directed by
Steven Spielberg. Pieh served as a
dialect coach and had a small role
in the film.
Pieh is founder and president
of Mid-South Africa Link, a nonprofit organization that promotes
closer ties between
Memphis and Africa
through information
sharing, exchange visits and technical assistance. A native of
Sierra Leone, West
Africa, he is a community health coordinator
with the Memphis and
Shelby County Health
Department.
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All Rise
major gift from Memphis
businessman and longtime
upporter of the arts Rudi
Scheidt and his wife, Honey
Hohenberg Scheidt, will establish
a school of music at the University.
Pending approval by the
Tennessee Board of Regents, the
Rudi E . Scheidt School of Music
will be operated as part of the
College of Communication and
Fine Arts. The director will be
Dr. B. Glenn Chandler, currently chair of the Department
of Music.
CCFA Dean Richard Ranta
said the Scheidts' gift will enable
the school to attract the most talented students and professors to
the program and will aid in
enlarging special programs within
the school, such as opera.

The Scheidts have long been
advocates of the University's
Music Department, but their relationship with the opera program
has been especially close. "At the
performance of Don Giouanni this
year, I had to convince our guests
that the performers were students," said Rudi Scheidt. "They
just couldn't believe they were
seeing students give such performances. Nor can I. They were
wonderful!"
Scheidt, who is also a member
of the University's Board of
Visitors, said he gave the money
for the school with no strings
attached. "We just want quality,"
he said. "I want them to be able to
attract and teach the best students. I didn't restrict the money.
I'm not here to run it; I'm here to
enjoy it."

POSTMASTER· Send address changes to Creatiue Seroices Office, The University of Memphis, 301 Administrotion Building , Memphis, TN 38152-3370.

TH E U N I VE RSITY OF MEMPHIS

The verdict is in. Both the moot
court team from the Cecil C.
Humphreys School of Law and the
new mock trial team performed with
distinction in national competitions.
The moot court team reached the
semifinals of the 2000 National
Environmental Law Moot Court competition in February. The competition
featured some 63 law schools from
across the United States, Canada
and Puerto Rico.
"It's a very good result," said
Irma Russell, an associate law professor who serves as one of the team's
coaches. "We're very proud. It's good
experience because a lot of people
want to go into appellate work."
SUMMER 2000

Team members were Irene Saba,
Steve Smith and Tom Davis. Their
other coach was assistant law professor Danielle Conway-Jones.
The mock trial team won the
Outstanding New School Award at
the championship finals of the
National Intercollegiate Mock Trial
Tournament in Des Moines, Iowa.
Sponsored by the American Mock
Trial Association, the tournament
drew 64 teams from 29 states and the
District of Columbia. The U of M
team qualified for a spot in the finals
by finishing second in a regional competition in Birmingham, Ala.
Judged by professional judges
and attorneys, the students played
the roles of attorneys and witnesses
in a simulated court case. Team
members were Kelli Branham (BA
'00), Vontyna Durham, James
Jackson, Sarah Laxton, Justin
Marek, Heather Miller and Robin
Richards. Larry Crismon, Dr. Paul
Hagner and Donna Hiltenbrand (BA
'99) were coaches.

Does your blood run blue? If
your immediate family includes
numerous U of M alumni, we want
to hear from you! We have already
heard from several families, but we
are still seeking families to feature
in the fall edition of the magazine.
Send us a photo of the alumni
in your family tree and tell us about
your family's Tiger connections: why
your family members chose The U of
M, successes you attribute to your
education, or family traditions and
activities centered around the
University.
Entrants will receive a true-blue
prize, plus the notoriety that comes
from being featured in The
University of Memphis Magazine.
Send your information to
Elizabeth Jane Walker at: 303
Administration Building, The U of
M, Memphis, TN 38152; or send an
e-mail to ejwalker@memphis.edu.
For more information, call 901/6783811.

Pulitzer Prize Winner
Visits Campus
Richard Ford, a Pulitzer Prizewinning fiction author, discussed
"the life of a writer" as part of this
year's River City Writers Series.
While on campus, Ford spoke,
read from his work and signed copies
of his books. He was also interviewed by two U ofM graduate students.
Ford won both the Pulitzer Prize
and the PEN/Faulkner Award for his
novel Independence Day. He also
authored The Sports Writer and
Women with Men. Ford won the 1995
Rea Award for the Short Story, and
his short story collection, Rock
Springs, is often used in college
English courses.
The River City Writers Series is
presented by the MFA Program in
Creative Writing and the Creative
Writing Club.
3
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Kurtz Named Interim Dean
U of M Doctoral Student Is in Nobel Company

Chucalissa Hosts Powwow
Chucalissa Museum's Spring
Powwow highlighted Native
American music, dance, crafts, food
and demonstrations for three days
in April. Nearly 2,600 people were in
attendance.
The turnout pleased M.L.
Moore, director of Chucalissa Indian
Village and Museum, which is operated by the Department of
Anthropology as an educational and
research facility. "The museum had
never hosted a powwow. We didn't
know what to expect," she said. "I
thought ifwe got 500 people a day,
I'd be happy."
Memphian Eagle Crossing acted
as the "host drum" for the powwow
and was joined by War Eagles of
Philadelphia, Miss. Autumn
Morning Star presented Native
American magic and storytelling
shows. Dorilyn Evans was the Head
Lady Dancer and Grady Jones was
the Head Man Dancer.
A grant from The Greater
Memphis Arts Council made it possible to compensate the dancers,
artisans, and other performers who
traveled to the museum. The event
served as a memorial to the late
Wood Bell, a Choctaw elder and
longtime staff member.
4

Thomas Klinckman, a graduate
student in chemistry at The U of M,
is one of 36 American students and
600 from around the world who spent
a week in Europe this summer studying with Nobel laureates.
The group joined the elite scientific group in Lindau, Germany, for
the 50th anniversary of the Nobel
laureates' meeting. The students
attended the scientists' lectures and
participated with them in daily
small-group discussions.
Klinckman is working toward his
doctorate in computational chemistry
under the direction of Dr. Thomas
Cundari. Klinckman anticipates pursuing a research career after he
receives his degree in December.
"This is one of the top honors a
graduate student can get," Cundari
said. "Thomas earned it based on his
track record; he has worked with me
for two-and-a-half years, and last
summer he did research at the

Department of Energy's lab in Los
Alamos. He is one of 13 chemists
invited to attend the laureates' meeting."
Klinckman's specialty involves
using computers to create models for
studying chemical reactions. "He
works with catalytic reactions,"
Cundari said. "That's important to
the environment, in that it can help
lead to cleaner air."
All the U.S. graduate students
are conducting research funded by
the Energy Department, which sponsored the trip. Some other institutions represented on the trip were
MIT, Princeton, Rutgers, UCLA, UC
Berkeley, USC and Tulane.
Each year since 1951, Nobel
Prize winners in the fields of chemistry, physics or physiology and medicine have met in Lindau to discuss
with students issues of importance in
their respective areas of expertise.

Chemistry doctoral candidate Thomas Klinckman was one of 36 Americans chosen to spend a week this summer studying with Nobel laureates in Germany.
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Convocation Honors Faculty Members

Ors. V. Lane Rawlins and Ralph J. Faudree lead the academic processional preceding Faculty Convocation.

T

he University of Memphis
honored some of its best
teachers and researchers
with trophies and checks in May
during the annual Faculty
Convocation. Former President
V. Lane Rawlins delivered the
Convocation address at the
award ceremony.
Dr. Lily Afshar was awarded
the Board of Visitors Eminent
Faculty Award. She is the eighth
faculty member to receive the
honor, which is given annually
by the Board of Visitors to recognize professors who have
brought honor and distinction to
the institution. The crystal trophy was accompanied by a
$15,000 check. (See related article, page 14.)
The Thomas W. Briggs
Foundation Excellence in
Teaching Award had dual recipients: Dr. Julia A. Heath, professor of economics, and Dr. David
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Mason, professor of political
science. The award, which was
given for the first time in 1997,
includes $5,000 for each
recipient.
The U ofMAlumni
Association presented $2,000
awards for teaching and
research during the
Convocation. Accepting
Distinguished Research Awards
were Dr. Thomas R. Cundari,
associate professor of chemistry;
Dr. Kenneth L. Lichstein, professor of psychology; and Dr.
William J . Murnane, professor
of history. Distinguished
Teaching Awards went to Dr.
Walter R. Brown, associate professor of history; Dr. Leon E.
Drouin (EdD '92), assistant professor of engineering technology;
Dr. Kenneth R. Kreitner, associate professor of music; and Dr.
William T. Segui, associate professor of civil engineering.

Dr. Henry A. Kurtz became
interim dean of the College of Arts
and Sciences in May. He assumed
the duties of Dr. Ralph Faudree (see
story, page 26), who was appointed
interim president of the University
in March after Dr. V. Lane Rawlins
accepted the presidency of
Washington State University.
Kurtz is a professor of chem istry and director of the Computational Research on Materials
Institute. He has served as interim
chair of the Department of
Microbiology and Molecular Cell
Sciences and chair of the Department of Chemistry.
The College of Arts and
Sciences comprises 17 departments,
as well as programs such as the
Center for Earthquake Research
and Information and the Center for
Research on Women.
A graduate of the Georgia
Institute of Technology, Kurtz holds
a doctorate from the University of
Florida.

Dr. Henry A. Kurtz, interim dean of Arts and Sciences.
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Easing Public Tremors

Community Kudos Go To Hyland and Milton

Study to Improve Local Water
The University of Memphis'
Ground Water Institute will receive
almost $500,000 in funding for a
three-year research study to improve
and protect the local water supply.
The study will help ensure longterm viability of the Memphis aquifer
by identifying important recharge
mechanisms through openings in the
clay layer that covers much of it. The
Memphis aquifer is a major water
resource for Shelby County and West
Tennessee.
The project is sponsored by
Memphis Light Gas and Water
Division and co-sponsored by the
American Water Works Research
Foundation. The U ofM, the universities of Utah and Tennessee, and the
U.S. Geological Survey will donate inkind gifts, bringing total funding to
nearly $500,000.
"Advancing the science of water
to improve the quality of life is a mission shared by the local and national
organizations collaborating in this
research project," said MLG&W president and CEO Herman Morris Jr. "In
addition to the Memphis area, we
anticipate the study will also be
applicable to aquifers in other states,
such as Texas, Alabama, Georgia,
Mississippi, Louisiana and
Arkansas."
Dr. Randy Gentry (BCE '91, MS
'96, PhD '98) of the Ground Water
Institute is leading a team that
includes hydro-geologists, engineers,
a physicist and a geo-chemist. Dr.
Jerry Anderson, director of the institute, said this is one of the first times
such a diverse group of researchers
has collaborated to study the ground
water dynamics of the Memphis area.

6

Dr. Stanley E. Hyland, head of
the School of Urban Affairs and
Public Policy at The University of
Memphis, and graduate student
Reginald Milton have been named
recipients of the 2000 Harold Love
Outstanding Community
Involvement Award by the Tennessee
Higher Education Commission.
Hyland, an associate professor of
anthropology, is also director of the
University's Center for Urban
Research and Extension. He is a
board member of the Memphis
Community Development
Partnership, which provides funding to build, rehabilitate and
develop affordable housing. One of
Hyland's notable projects was the
Memphis Maps program, a summer
course that taught inner-city residents community mapping skills
using geographic information systems technology.

Hyland is working now with the
Memphis Housing Authority and the
Division of Housing and Community
Development to create a comprehensive plan for transforming public
housing, beginning with the
Greenlaw/Manassas neighborhood.
Milton has established several
innovative community programs
and agencies, including PATCH, a
home repair project; Stand-by-Me,
which provides incarcerated teens
with information aimed at reducing
the incidence of HIV infection; and
The South Memphis Alliance, which
encourages development in that
community.
He is a member of the Health
Department's Regional Advisory
Committee on HIV and AIDS, is
chair of the Citizens' Environmental
Review Panel and is a board member of the Theodora Trezevant
Neely Fund.

Sixth-graders from the Memphis City Schools met civil rights leader Benjamin L. Hooks in the University Center Ballroom
last spring. More than 300 students viewed a slide presentation about the civil rights movement and heard a talk by Dr.
Hooks, which was televised by C-SPAN. The presentation focused on community responsibility, citizenship, respect for the
law and the importance of education.

Middle-school students test the weight-bearing capacity of a
bridge they constructed during the University's Joys of
Engineering program in June. The event was co-sponsored by
the Hert/ College of Engineering and the Memphis Urban
Systemic Initiative. The University also introduces pre-college
students to engineering and technology in a variety of other
events throughout the year. In March, West Tennessee high
school students came to campus for the Test of Engineering
Aptitude, Math and Science (TEAMS) Competition; kids created
and raced mousetrap cars at the SECME Inc. Mousetrap 500 in
April; and budding scientists competed in the areas of science,
engineering and technology at the annual West Tennessee
Regional Science Olympiad this spring.

Members of the Student Ambassador Board kidnapped people for a good cause this spring, in an effort to collect
canned goods for the Memphis Food Bank. Students (from left) Jeff Russell, Karimeh Abdel-Jaber and Jennifer
Patterson pack food into boxes.
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If an earthquake hits, the Mid
South is now better prepared. A new
earthquake alert system was recently
introduced to the area during a meeting of earthquake scientists and
emergency managers in Memphis.
Known as REIS (Rapid Earthquake Information System), the new
technology provides immediate pager
and e-mail notification to emergency
personnel and the news media
throughout the seven-state area at
risk from the New Madrid fault.
REIS was developed by The
U of M's Center for Earthquake
Research and Information in conjunction with the Mid-America
Earthquake Center and the U.S.
Geological Survey. Based on technology used in similar systems that
have been successfully implemented
in California and Washington, REIS
addresses the significant earthquake
risk posed by the New Madrid seismic zone.
The new system enables emergency managers to react swiftly to
major tremors, and it gives the media
access to information that is important to the public in such situations.
It also transmits information to the
media about non-damaging quakes
that may be felt in the seismic zone.
With REIS, both emergency managers and the media receive vital
information before being flooded with
calls from the public.
Additional information about
REIS, as well as comprehensive
information about earthquakes, is
available at www.ceri.memphis.edu.
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Performance Partners National, University Talent
The talents of Claire
Porter and U of M faculty,
alumni and students wer e
showcased in April during
Present Tense: An Evening
of Dance .
Porter, whose work has
been described as "magical,"
"delightful" and "wickedly
funny" by The New York
Times and The Washington
Post, created and performed
three comedic pieces.
U of M faculty member s
choreographed many of the
pieces performed at the
event. Associate Dean of
CCFA Moira Logan choreographed "Memento Mori";
Associate Professor Holly
Lau arranged "SAXuality";
and Associate Professor
Against a striking Western backdrop, dancers perform the piece "Memento Mori" in Present Tense: An Evening of Dance. The piece, choreoSusan Chrietzberg present- graphed by Associate Dean Moira Logan, incorporated the talents of Kelly Ferris (BFA '00), Natalie Fortin (BFA '00), Emily Hefley, Alicia
Kavon and Christie Warren.
ed "Taking Off." Modern
Dance Instructor Miriam
to campus to participate in the show.
sented "Tornado" which told the perils
Ragland (MFA '99) performed in and
Kirby
choreographed
"Trio
Filigree,"
a
of
a couple and th eir daughter trying
choreographed "Last Train."
piece
exploring
the
emotions
and
feelto
evade a persistent cyclone.
Alumnae Laura Mar sh Kirby
ings
of
loss
through
abstract
Castroverde
performed in h er choreo(BFA '92), Juliet Waller (BFA '92) and
metaphors
of
memory.
Waller
pregraph
ed
cr
eation
"Serpentine."
Tania Castroverde (BFA '98) returned

U of MGrooves at SpringFest
ie-dyed shirts were de
rigueur when KC and
the Sunshine Band and
War headlined entertainment
at The U of M's SpringFest.
The festival took place on
the lawn east of the Ned
McWherter Library. Booths
and exhibits offered glimpses
into University life, including
an archaeological dig,
Egyptian artifacts and earthquake information. Arts and
crafts were sold, and children
enjoyed face-painting, story-

Several of the college's previous deans, chairs, directors
and their family members attended the College of
Education Historical Exhibit reception in May. Pictured
are front row, left to right: Devoy Ryan; Elma Roane (BS
'40); Robert Davis; Kathleen Rumble, widow of Heber
Rumble; Louise Ijams, relative of Charles Burgess Ijams;
Ruth Johnson, widow of Sam Johnson (BS '31 ). Back
row, left to right: Elbert Nothem; Edwin Pearson; Jane
Hooker (BSD '68, MEd '69); William Jenkins; Frank
Markus; and Fred Bellott.

College of Education Opens
Historical Exhibit
A reception at the University of
Memph is' College of Education
blended the old and the n ew. While
honoring retired faculty and staff of
the college, the reception also inaugurated a new, permanent historical
exhibit about the college.
Open during weekdays in Ball
Hall's entrance foyer, the exhibit
chronicles the history of the college
from its cr eation in 1912. It includes
biographies of the deans of the college, as well as information about
the highlights and major accomplishments of the college's n ear-century of
educating Tennessee t eachers.

"Stan the Man" Honored
Faculty and students may come
and go unobtrusively, walking through
the shadow of the Administration
Building as they step off campus and
go various directions. Yet , Stan
Bronson Jr. has been a constant fixture of campus life since his arrival 42
years ago . He was honored for his distinctive presence and University loyalty with a commemorative m edallion
and Certificate of Attendance during commencement in
May.
Bronson has become an institution , a shared secret
within The University of Memphis community past and
present. Since coming to the institution as equipment manager for the football team, Stan's presence has stretched
into the library, sprawled into the University Center, and
stood vigilant at every home baseball game.

telling, inflatable play
equipment, a petting zoo
and pony rides. Adding to
the festival atmosphere,
vendors sold carnival-type
food. Sound Fuzion, the
University's Gospel Choir and
community acts also performed.
Sponsored by The U of M
Alumni Association and the
Student Activities Council, the
event attracted some 25,000
revelers to campus.

His devotion to the
University manifests itself
in his constant congeniality and humor, and is
r eturned by those he
encounters in his nickn ame, "Stan the Man."
"It's been my pleasure
for the past nine years to
h ear Stan 's upbeat greeting, 'Hi, you ,' as we would m eet on campus," former
President V. Lan e Rawlins said. "And it's equally my pleasure to present him now with this certificate of attendance
and this medallion in recognition of his unpar alleled devotion to The University of Memphis."
Echoing the sentiments of th e campus, Rawlins concluded, "Stan, as all of your many friends at th e University
will agree, you're 'the man."'
S U MMER 2 000
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Readers remember their favorite professors

We asked you, our readers, to share memories of your
favorite professors. Here are a couple we received:

1

BY GREG RUSSELL

David Fowler (BS '56) from Brentwood,
Tenn., recalls his business professor, Dr. E. I.
Crawford:
"On an exam in 1955, Dr. Crawford,
dean of the business school at that time,
gave me an F minus.
"After the class, I went up and told him
I probably deserved an F, but the minus had
to come off; even a zero, maybe, but not an F
minus! I'd never seen or heard of an F
minus. Dr. Crawford just smiled and I got
the F minus.
"Oh, by the way ... I passed the course."
After surviving Crawford's class and graduating from the University, Fowler spent 38
years working for NAPA in Jacksonville Fla.,
Little Rock, Ark., Birmingham Ala., and
Memphis. In 1990 he retired and he and his
wife moved to the Nashville area to be near
their daughters and four grandchildren.
Raiden G. Turner (BS '38) in Atlanta
recalls the high level of customer service
that was available to students in his day.
"You may know that Jack Smith is a former president of the college," says Turner,
who played tackle on the institution's football team opposite Jack Smith Jr. and
served as president of the Seymour A.
Mynders Fraternity. "Like others of my era,
I didn't have an automobile," he recalls. "Dr.
Smith and his wife actually furnished the
transportation for me and my date to attend
a college dance." Turner and his date arrived
in style at the fraternity dance, which was
held at a Buntyn dance pavilion.
Turner's career included two stints in
the Army and 30 years of teaching and serving as principal of public schools in
Tennessee, Maryland and Georgia. He has
also held the position of speaker of the house
in the Georgia Silver-Haired Legislature, a
political forum for senior citizens.

10

Do you have an anecdote about a
favorite professor you would like to share
with our readers? It may be humorous,
touching or otherwise memorable. If so, call
Elizabeth Walker at 901/678-3811; write her
at 303 Administration Building, The U of M,
Memphis, TN 38152; or send an e-mail to
ejwalker@memphis.edu.

ELECTRIC. That may be the best way to describe John
Calipari, the man chosen to lead the Tiger basketball
program into the 21st century. Up most mornings at
5 a.m., the former National Coach of the Year has galvanized the city of Memphis with his unbridled
passion for success.

T
Dr. E.I.
Crawford, dean
of the
business school
in 1955, gave
his student an
Fminus.

Dr. J. Millard
"Jack" Smith
sometimes
served as unofficial chauffeur to
students during
his tenure at the
institution.

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

he phone rings and for a brief moment, the
storm in John Calipari's office becomes a
lull.
"I must take this call," he whispers to his
audience, almost apologetically.
Calipari is in the middle of a media interview, assistant coaches are pouring in and out
of the office and just a few blocks away, highly
regarded recruit John Grice is holding a press
conference to announce his signing with the
Tigers.
But Calipari accepts this call. "It is one of
my former players and I always make time for
them," he continues.
The former player is in need of a place to
stay; Calipari offers the basement of his home
in New Jersey. "No problem," he tells his former
athlete. After hanging up, he smiles and says,
"Now let me call my wife and make sure it is
not a problem."
Crisis solved, Calipari is back to business
much closer to home: curing the recent woes of
The University of Memphis basketball program.
Since being named Tiger head coach March
11, Calipari has electrified the city with a seemingly infinite store of energy. "There's so much
to do," he asserts.
Hours after becoming a Tiger, the coach
who turned the University of Massachusetts
into a powerhouse had contacted all 40 high
school coaches in Memphis to introduce himself.
"I had two who said, 'This isn't John Calipari,
who is this?"' he imparts.

SUMMER 2000

One moment Calipari is at the mall signing autographs and the next on a treadmill on campus being
interviewed by a local radio station. "We need laptop
computers for my players," he entreats the radio listeners. Computers were "raining down," as Calipari terms
it, on the Tigers the next day.

NBA as coach of the New Jersey Nets. He spent part of
last season as an assistant coach of the Philadelphia
76ers. Now he is intent on turning the Tigers' program
around.
"People thought I was crazy when I made this
statement at UMass, and I am going to make it here: 'If
you don't get your season tickets, you're not going to be
coming to our games.' I really believe that," the native
of Moon, Pa., says. (Since Calipari took the job, the
University's ticket office has received more than 1,000
new season ticket inquiries.)
The Mission
Calipari signed much-touted Fitchburg, Mass.,
Calipari knows why he was brought to Memphis:
product Modibo Diarra; 6-8 center Arthur Barclay of
to restore luster to the Tiger basketball program.
Camden, N.J; and Shelby State All-American John
The University has suffered through two straight
Grice during a spring signing
_ ,
;l!
frenzy. The new coach says
Diarra and Barclay, a Top 100
high school senior, will add
"""'~ "toughness and rebounding"
while Grice will give the Tigers
a forward who can score from
the perimeter. With the fall
signing of local guards Scooter
McFadgon and Lou Wright,
both Top 100 players, the
Tigers' recruiting class is
strong. "No other school did as
well in the spring," observes
national recruiting analyst
Dave Telep.
Throw into the mixture
Dajuan Wagner, considered by
many to be the nation's top
prep player, and the Tigers'
future looks even brighter.
Wagner, the son of former
Louisville star Milt Wagner,
announced shortly after his
junior season that he plans to
Ca/ipari autographs the arm of a young fan at the Memphis Italian Festival, one of numerous public appearances Ca/ipari
follow teammate Barclay to the
has made since he was named to the Tiger coaching position earlier this year.
Tigers in fall of 2001. "He is as
dominating an offensive player as I've ever seen, going
sub-.500 seasons; the team's Final Four drought
back to Michael Jordan," says recruiting analyst Brick
stretches to 1985.
Gettinger. "He's at the same elite level as Kobe Bryant
His sparkling credentials alone suggest he can
and Kevin Garnett.''
change that.
"John Calipari is going to take you to the end of the
rainbow," promises Tiger strength coach Ray Oliver,
ATough Sale?
Though Memphis is considered a hotbed for recruitwho has known Calipari for 16 years. "That little place
ing high school players, the best players of late have
that Dorothy was looking for: that is where he is going
left the city for other programs. How will Calipari build
to take you.''
a wall around the city?
Calipari established a national reputation in eight
"I tell players they can reach their goals and
seasons at Massachusetts. He posted a 193-71 record
dreams
right here in Memphis," Calipari explains. "We
and led the Minutemen to five conference titles, two
sell
the
whole
package by saying, 'Hey, it's a great place
NIT appearances and five straight NCAA tournaments,
to
go
to
school;
you will enjoy yourself as a student and
including a Final Four trip in 1996.
you'll be challenged as a basketball player.' And we've
He then enjoyed success, albeit short-lived, in the

Calipari seems to be everywhere at once: speaking
on a Memphis Redbirds' broadcast; conducting a free
youth basketball clinic in Germantown; attending the
New Jersey and Tennessee state high school basketball
championships.
"I think his enthusiasm has absolutely run rampant throughout the city," says U ofM athletic director
R.C. Johnson. "He has created a buzz and a warm feeling more so than I ever hoped."
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got pro experience here. If you want to be a pro, come
play for me. I have run an entire NBA organization. This
staff can help you.
"I also tell them this is going to be the toughest
place you can play ball. You will be challenged in the
weight room, on the basketball court and individually.
You are going to play a schedule that is as good as any in
the country. And I tell them that they are going to class.
If you miss class, the whole team runs at 6 a.m. the next
day.''
Calipari elevated the team's graduation rate from 15
percent to 75 percent two years after his hiring at
Massachusetts. "We never had a player dismissed from
school and we never had a player ineligible in eight
years because of academics," he recalls.
Ray Oliver, who worked under Rick Pitino at
Kentucky, says Calipari is tireless and surrounds himself with the same. "He is a relentless worker," says
Oliver. "He wants a staff that will be up at 5 a.m. and
work until 1 a.m. When that day is over, he wants a person who will do it all over again the next day. That is
how John became successful. That is why this program
will be successful."

Why Memphis?
I can't believe Calipari came to Memphis," recent
U ofM graduate Jason Wood (BS '00) says, reflecting the
surprise of many Tiger fans.
"If he wins 25 games next year and we haven't had a
University president appointed by that time, he may be
it," quips Tiger fan and philanthropist Rudi Scheidt.
Calipari says it was an easy decision to leave the
NBA. "I did it more than anything for my family," he

76er head coach Larry Brown, who
turned down the Tiger coaching job in
1980. "When I heard Memphis had a
vacancy, I told John, 'I don't know if
you're aware of this, but Memphis has a
great program and a great tradition,"'
Brown says. "Talk to them and you will
be impressed.''
Calipari certainly was impressed,
noting The Pyramid, Conference USA
and Memphis' recruiting base as main reasons he was
drawn to the Tigers.

AFamily Affair
Calipari is doing his best to transform himself into a
Memphian-he can rattle off the names of the top barbecue restaurants in town and he bought a home minutes
from campus. Locals seem willing to accept the new
coach as one of their own.
Shortly after Calipari became coach, Jason's Deli on
Ridgeway began offering a John Calipari special. "It is a
really big seller," says Paul Tilson ('86), general manager
of the deli, when asked about the corned beef and pastrami on rye sandwich he created. "Since he is from the
north, we wanted something with a northern flair. Now
ifwe can only get him in here to eat one.''
Calipari says his wife, Ellen, will be vital to the
team's success. "My players will like her more than me,"
Calipari says. "She will be the quasi-mother to all these
players. She is such a great wife. This is the hardest profession to a have a family, if your wife doesn't understand the job and how much it entails. The person who
gets cheated the most is the wife.''
Calipari met Ellen while the two were working at
the University of Kansas: John as a volunteer coach and
Ellen an employee in the school's business office.
"She is the part of the team that runs what is going
on in our family," Calipari notes.

Final Destination

says. "I have a 13-year-old daughter and a 10-year-old
daughter. I would like to see them get through high
school in one place. In the NBA, if you stay three or four
years in one city, it is a heck of a run and more than likely you will be fired before that. I need to be somewhere
six or seven years to get these girls through school.''
Calipari was also sold on Memphis by Philadelphia

Success will come to the Tiger program, so says a
coach who has raged battles with Calipari both on the
court and in the press room.
"If there is anyone capable of turning around the
program, it is John," says Temple University coach John
Chaney. Calipari and the Owls coach had an intense
rivalry in the Atlantic 10. "He relates very well to young
players: that is what makes his teams so good," Chaney
asserts. "Memphis will be back in the hunt very, very
soon.''
And Calipari himself truly believes that.
"This is not going to be easy," he admits. "It is not
like we are going to waltz to the Final Four. But we
have the opportunity here to take this program to the
next level."

THE UN IV E RS ITY O F MEMPHIS
S U MMER 2000

13

BY GABRIELLE MAXEY

Dr. Lily Afshar is truly a teacher without borders.
Since coming to The University of Memphis in 1989, the Iranianborn guitarist, teacher and recording artist has played more than
200 concerts on four continents. Fluent in five languages, she has
performed at the American Academy in Rome, Harvard University
and the Florida governor's mansion.
An associate professor of music and head of the University's guitar program, Afshar is the 2000 winner of The University of
Memphis' $15,000 Eminent Faculty Award. Established by the Board
of Visitors to recognize faculty members who have brought honor and
distinction to the University, the prize is awarded on the basis of outstanding teaching, research and service.
Afshar was born in Tehran to a musical family: her father, an
engineer and pilot, played violin and piano; her three sisters chose
guitar, violin and piano; and her grandmother favored the tar, a traditional Persian instrument. Afshar attributes much of her success
to her family, especially her father. "Education was the No. 1 thing in
my house," she says. "We had high standards. I got a lot of encouragement for the guitar." When she received her first instrument,
Afshar stayed in her room playing for hours. "It got to the point that
my father would say, 'Lily, come out of your room so I can see you,'"
she recalls.
In 1977 Afshar came to the United States to study guitar at the
Boston Conservatory of Music. After the violence generated by the
overthrow of the shah, Afshar knew she could not return to her
homeland. "There was no guarantee that I would be able to return to
America, and my father didn't want me to give up everything," she
explains.
To fight off homesickness, she turned to the guitar. "During summers I couldn't go back because of the revolution, so I went to music
festivals. I went to Aspen, the Banff School of Fine Arts in Canada,
and Siena, Italy," she says. "I worked even harder. Instead of getting
depressed, I threw myself into it. I think the guitar saved me from
many hardships." She went on to earn a master's degree from the
New England Conservatory of Music and a doctorate from Florida
State University.
Afshar was greatly inspired by the late Spanish guitar master
Andres Segovia. "I wanted to play as well as Segovia. He is the reason that many colleges and universities started giving degrees in
classical guitar," she says. In 1986, Afshar was one of 12 guitarists
selected to play for the musical legend in his master classes at the
University of Southern California. As she was playing a Spanish
piece called Sevilla, the 94-year-old Segovia stopped her and asked

r

where she was from . "I said I was from Persia. There
was this silence. He says, 'Yes, I can see that you have
the Flamenco spirit and the Middle Eastern blood in
you.' That was his compliment. It was a great
moment."
As a student she discovered the works ofltalianAmerican composer Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco. His 24
Caprichos de Goya, based on a series of prints by
Spanish artist Francisco Goya, became the subject of
her doctoral treatise. "It was like a gold mine. Nobody
had ever written about these works," Afshar explains.
"I love art. The combination of art and guitar was perfect territory for me to explore."
Afshar went on to record a compact disc of 24
Caprichos de Goya in 1994. Her second CD, A Jug of

and a National Endowment for the Arts recording
award. Afshar is a three-time winner of the Premier
Player Award for Best Guitarist from the Memphis
chapter of the National Academy of Recording Arts and
Sciences.
In 1995 she was chosen an artistic ambassador by
the U.S. Information Agency Arts America program for
a monthlong tour of seven countries in Africa. The trip
included formal concerts for U.S. ambassadors and performances for guitar teachers and musicians at
American cultural centers. She also gave public concerts in large auditoriums, where she found some of her
most enthusiastic audiences. "They would come in their
African costumes. That was the best thing. They would
start clapping and cheering while I was playing," she
says. At a concert in Chad, a man
leapt onto the stage and began
dancing. "I really had to concentrate not to fall apart because it
was being televised. At the same
time I wanted to see this man dancing next to me," she says. "This
particular piece was Persian. The
man who jumped on stage was
Iranian. He recognized the piece."
Colleagues marvel at her hard
work. "I admire her musicianship
and her artistry," says Bruce
Erskine, an associate professor of
music at The U of M. "She's one of
the busiest performers we have."
Dr. B. Glenn Chandler, chair of the
Music Department, says Afshar's
concertizing has become a recruitment tool for the University.
"Through her performing, she has
attracted students from afar to
study here," he observes.
She plays with an intensity
that rivals her talent. "When I perform I'm in another state of mind
A producer for WREG-TV (Channel 3) conducts an interview with Lily Afshar at her East Memphis home.
because I've taught my fingers and
Wine and Thou, was released last year to rave reviews.
they already know what to do," Afshar says. "When I
Those kudos were among many honors Afshar has
play, they say I go into a trance. I go into another
received. In February she won the Orville H . Gibson
world." Once she played an entire concert in
Award for best female classical guitarist. Afshar and
Minneapolis and did not remember it. "I didn't know
other musicians such as Dwight Yoakam, Sheryl Crow,
what had happened. I had just played for an hour-andAndy Summers, Lyle Lovett and Jeff Beck celebrated
a-half," she says.
the achievement at the Hard Rock Cafe in Los Angeles.
Afshar compares musicians to actors. "Like an
Afshar was also a top prize winner in the Guitar
actor you have to fit the role," she says. "The piece
Foundation of American competition, grand prize winyou're playing goes through all kinds of moods. Even if
ner at the Aspen Music Festival guitar competition, and
you don't feel that way, you have to find some way to
winner of both the Music Teacher's National
bring it out."
Association and American String Teachers Association
But teaching is different, with inherent challenges
guitar competitions. She also received an Individual
and rewards. "I have to analyze my own technique and
Artist Fellowship from the Tennessee Arts Commission
find the best way to teach that to the student. It takes a
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dents through the Memphis
Arts Council.
Always open to a new
challenge, Afshar is currently learning to play the blues
on a steel string guitar presented to her by the Gibson
Guitar Co. "I go to Beale
Street and listen to the
blues," she says. "I've picked
up some songs with the
slide. That's how the blues is
taught. You sit and learn."
This summer Afshar is
teaching and performing at
the Aspen Music Festival.
When she travels, she says,
it's never a vacation. She's
always performing and giving classes. "I can't take a
vacation. It's just too difficult," says Afshar. "I feel like
I'm missing a part of me if I
don't
have my guitar. I feel a
Accompanied by former Shelby County Mayor William Morris ('54), Afshar accepts congratulations from Dr. William E. Porter
little
lost,
unbalanced.''
(at right), assistant vice president for student affairs and dean of students, preceding this year's Faculty Convocation.
One trip she would like
to make is to Iran, a place
lot of analysis , a lot of thinking," says Afshar, who incorshe has not been able to visit since she fled more than
porates creativity in teaching interpretation, coaching
20 years ago. "I miss home so much, but I still would
ensembles and instructing individual students. One
like to go back someday. I can give a lot to Iran now,"
method she uses when a student is struggling with a
she says. Afshar often receives fan mail from her birth
difficult piece is to take a walk across the campus. "We
country. "Concerts in Iran get packed," she observes.
sing the piece and conduct it. Sometimes it's better than
"People are so enthusiastic. I get e-mails that say 'You're
sitting in the studio. I want them to open up and be free
playing all over the world, why are you not playing in
and sing, so I take them for walks."
Iran?'
Afshar's contributions to the University extend far
"They expect me to come back, and I will."
past her teaching duties. She formed The University of
Memphis Classical Guitar Society to bring internationally known artists to campus for public concerts and
master classes. "At the Boston Conservatory, we had the
Boston Classical Guitar Society, which was so beneficial
to us-to hear their concerts, hang out with the musicians and play for them in master classes," Afshar says.
"I wanted my students to experience that." The society
has brought in such renowned guitarists as David
Russell of Great Britain, Manuel Barrueco of Cuba and
Oscar Ghiglia ofltaly.
Recognizing a need for undergraduate scholarships
at The U of M, Afshar established a guitar scholarship
to help attract deserving guitar students to Memphis.
"We don't have enough money for undergraduate guitar
scholarships," she says. "Sometimes I have to turn away
talented students because I don't have enough money to
give them." She performs a concert each year to raise
"... (It is) my prediction that she will be a beautiful celebrity, " said Spanish guitar legend
money for the fund. She also plays for city school stuAndres Segovia (at right) when Afshar played for him in 1986.
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Fifteen
University of Memphis
students pause on limestone steps
in Jerusalem, gazing down at the world's
most famous wall and the magnificent mosque
that shadows it. For millennia, generations of Jews,
Muslims and Christians have journeyed to this
ancient place, dreamed ofit, prayed for it, fought over
it, died for it.
Today, eager U of M students study it.
"I don't think there's any other city in the world whose
name evokes so many feelings and emotions from people
of so many different faiths," says lecturer Yoram Preminger,
who strains to speak over an international swirl of voices.
Soldiers, tourists, pilgrims and holy men stream by the
group as Preminger discusses the location's history and religious significance. Some students take copious notes; others hold tape recorders aloft; a few gaze in rapt amazement
at the Herodian stones of their latest classroom-the
Western Wall of the Temple Mount.

Israel."'
Patterson should know.
The award-winning author and
holder of the Bornblum Chair of Excellence
in Judaic Studies has made 16 trips to Israel,
three with University of Memphis classes. "It's an
incredible educational experience for our students,"
he says. "Something like this trip imparts a dimension
of height to higher learning. It makes learning highernot just harder or more technical or more sophisticated.
It imparts a dimension of meaning to learning-and that's
something that students generally are starved for ... and
something that higher education doesn't often provide.
"It's not my business to tell students how to live or what
to think or what to believe," he continues, "but I think that
students want somebody to help them ask the questions
and explore responses to those questions in the various traditions. This trip is an incredible opportunity for students
who are prepared to have an educational experience, not
to just go and gawk at the sites."

CLASSROOm illALLs

movinq tnco tsRAEL

At their first few meetings, the students' classroom walls
The class that traveled to Israel during spring break
had been traditional Memphis cinder block rather than
in 2000 was a diverse group, encompassing blacks and
sparkling Jerusalem limestone. One chilly, winter evening,
whites, Jews and Christians, graduate and undergradua group of strangers perched stiffiy on wooden desks, politeate students, the religious and the blatantly secular, 20ly listening as their professor introduced the course-an
year-old youngsters and 50-something "nontraditional"
intellectual, spiritual and academic journey titled
students. The strangers who had chatted polite"Israel: Antiquity in Modernity." He explained
<.u hEn
ly at that organizational meeting in December
that they would study Israel's politics, hiswould share deep experiences on this trip.
15 l1 OF m SCll0€DCS
tory, religions, philosophies and culture
Together, they would explore modern
by reading three assigned texts, keepjOllRDE'~lE'O CO tSRA€l Chis
Tel Aviv, wade in the Jordan River,
ing detailed journals, developing Q€AR, F€ill E'X PECCE'O l iFE- weep at the Holocaust memorial,
research topics, attending classes,
marvel at the Dome of the Rock, float
traveling to Israel and writing term ChAD(jiDG €XPERi€DCES. ChE'~l in the Dead Sea, consume massive
papers. Then Dr. David Patterson RE' c: ll Rn€ O ill i c: h A n € lll quantities of falafel, inhale pungent
made an unorthodox promise for a
Greek Orthodox incense and barter
APPRE'CiACion OF Cl)€ comcollege professor.
in the Arab market. They would
"You will be changed by this PLE'XiCiES Of ChE' R€Gl01); ADO learn from each other, worship
experience," he said. ''Your life will be
FOR mAng, A OE'SiR€, A PROmiSE' together, ask questions, banish
divided into 'before Israel' and 'after
stereotypes.
ADO A

PRAQ€R

CO

RE'CllRl),

''l)EXC QEAR, in j€RUSAL€m."
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At Caesarea, U of M students and faculty
members p9use beside remnants of a
Crusad€£ fortress.
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they learned how members of the Druze religion have
avoided assimilation and retained their religious and
cultural identity for almost 1,000 years.
Solemn children clad in Sabbath finery warily
peeked from balconies as the U ofM group toured Me'a
She'arim, an ultra-Orthodox Jewish neighborhood. This
community, which lives as its Eastern European ancestors did in the 19th century, has purposefully built spiritual walls between itself and the rest of the world. The
U of M students learned just how formidable those walls
could be: When one inhabitant of Me'a She'arim took
umbrage at the group's presence, the class was unceremoniously escorted from the neighborhood.
"I think we did more than just visit Israel; we actually lived there for a few days, getting to know some of
the people, their passions and their love for the land,"
writes graduate student Nancy Lubiani in her journal.
"I felt like I had come home in some way," she says. "I
don't know how to describe that. It's very unsettling, but
I still feel that way."
"I think about all the people I met there-the lady
at the kibbutz, the Jewish settler, the teachers," says
Anna Lukyanova, a Russian student from The U of M,
"Before I went there, Israel was just another nation to
me. But when you meet the individuals, it changes from
one big picture to this humongous mosaic, where you
see different pieces and begin to see how it fits together.
Going there, your world expands indefinitely. Your mind
just grows."
Wading in the Jordan River at a Christian baptismal site are U of M graduate students
(from left) Tammera Wilson, Karen Weatherly, Erika Harris, Carla Goof and Mary
Sanders.

"My trips with University of Memphis classes have
had a greater impact on students than I ever dreamed
they would," observes Patterson. "I can see that from
the way they talk about it, the way they write about it,
the way they cry when they are there and the kind of
bonding that takes place among them. Even some of the
students I've taken who aren't particularly religious
find out that Israel moves into them as they move into
Israel."
The U of M travelers eagerly learned all they could
about the culture, religions and traditions they encountered. At a religious kibbutz, they were invited into the
homes of kibbutznikim, kibbutz inhabitants, who
frankly discussed the advantages and disadvantages of
communal living, including their custom of pooling
salaries and allocating the money equally. "This woman
just took us into her house and talked to us like we were
her best friends," says Melanie Winstead. "She was so
honest. She makes in one week what she gets for the
entire year from the kibbutz. For me, it's hard to understand."
At a remote mountaintop village in the Galilee, the
class feasted on homemade pita, hummus and other
local delicacies in the home of a Druze holy man. There
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Coming from Memphis-a city historically scarred
by racial conflict-The U ofM students were intrigued
by the cultural, racial and religious walls erected
Dr. David Patterson
lectures at Yad
Vashem about the
1.5 million children
slaughtered in the
Holocaust. "When
you walk through
the children's
memorial, you will
hear names-the
names of as many
children as they
could identify," he
explains. "Every few
seconds you'll hear
a name: if you want
to hear the same
name again, you'll
have to come back
about three years
from now. It takes
that long to get
through the list,
you see. "
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Wading in the Jordan River at a Christian baptismal site are U of M graduate students
(from left) Tammera Wilson, Karen Weatherly, Erika Harris, Carla Goof and Mary
Sanders.

"My trips with University of Memphis classes have
had a greater impact on students than I ever dreamed
they would," observes Patterson. "I can see that from
the way they talk about it, the way they write about it,
the way they cry when they are there and the kind of
bonding that takes place among them. Even some of the
students I've taken who aren't particularly religious
find out that Israel moves into them as they move into
Israel."
The U of M travelers eagerly learned all they could
about the culture, religions and traditions they encountered. At a religious kibbutz, they were invited into the
homes of kibbutznikim, kibbutz inhabitants, who
frankly discussed the advantages and disadvantages of
communal living, including their custom of pooling
salaries and allocating the money equally. "This woman
just took us into her house and talked to us like we were
her best friends ," says Melanie Winstead. "She was so
honest. She makes in one week what she gets for the
entire year from the kibbutz. For me, it's hard to understand."
At a remote mountaintop village in the Galilee, the
class feasted on homemade pita, hummus and other
local delicacies in the home of a Druze holy man. There
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frankly discussed the advantages and disadvantages of
communal living, including their custom of pooling
salaries and allocating the money equally. "This woman
just took us into her house and talked to us like we were
her best friends ," says Melanie Winstead. "She was so
honest. She makes in one week what she gets for the
entire year from the kibbutz. For me, it's hard to understand."
At a remote mountaintop village in the Galilee, the
class feasted on homemade pita, hummus and other
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contains more of the history of
mankind than any other place on the
face of the Earth," Legg continues.
"Nowhere else will you find such a
richness of history and major religions. This program helps students
look at other aspects outside their
own lives. And that's what education
is all about.''

Cl)E PASC comES AliVE
Students say the course
allowed them to blow the dust off the
history books and see firsthand how
ancient traditions affect modern
issues. But more importantly, the
class changes lives. Ask six students
Dr. Patricia Murrell, director of the Center for the Study of Higher Education, joins University of Memphis students in
and you'll
floating on the Dead Sea.
receive a
between Palestinians and Jews. Sometimes the lessons
half-dozen perspectives on the
were planned: Eve Harrow, a Jewish settler living in a
worth of the trip, which was
Palestinian territory, shared her political views and
financed in part by the
prognostications with a vehemence verging on fanatiLemsky Fund of the Memphis
cism. Other times, the lessons were extemporaneous: a
Jewish Federation and Dr. W.
handsome Palestinian youth with eyes the color of the
Harry Feinstone, retired U of
Judean desert leaned on a counter one evening and
M research professor:
bluntly answered questions from two inquisitive stu"This is my first experidents. "There will be no peace," he asserted. "The Jews
ence going overseas and probawill not give us the land." Another evening was marked
bly my most profound
by a lively discussion with Israeli and Palestinian memexperience," says graphic
bers of MECA, the Middle East Children's Association,
design major Amy Baltz. "I
who described how they are working to establish peace
have walked across the ground
through the country's educational system.
where holy men, saints, murMany of the students in the group had assumed
derers and congregations of
that the trip would help them understand politics in the
people have stood for thouMiddle East. "Israel has so many factions to deal with.
sands of years. It made me feel
How can they ever come to a satisfactory or fair concluinsignificant, but it also made
sion for everybody?" muses student Beverly Rauch. "I
me feel a part of that
don't have any answers. I didn't even realize I had
place ... .It has also heightened
so many questions until I got there. I thought
my need for religion in my
things would become clearer when I got there.
life. I really don't think I'm
Many things did become clearer; but it made more
going to be the
questions. I don't know what the answer is. They
same person
don't, either."
again."
Dr. J. Ivan Legg, who accomCarla Gool,
panied the group on the trip, says
who "cried like a baby at the
confusion is a positive reaction for
Holocaust memorial," says she
students to have. "When we were
will use what she learned in
leaving Israel, [our guide) said to us, 'If you're
Israel as she deals with at-risk
more confused now than when you came, then
teens in a program this fall .
we've done our job.' I think that epitomizes,
"I learned not to go around
probably more than any other phrase I can
stereotyping and judging
think of, what Israel's all about.
people, especially if I'm
"In one small space, Israel probably
ignorant of their culture Above: A worshipper prays at the Western Wall.

I
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At left: A filigreed cross at Gethsemane.

22

THE UNIVE R S I TY OF MEMP H IS

make this trip and not be affected for th e rest of their
lives as to how they look at th eir world."

l')EXC QEAR
Two days after th e students turn in their research
papers, the class meet s for a r eunion, Israeli food fest
and photo swap. Melanie Winst ead, who deems the.
trip "a life-changing experience," announces h er
intention to return to J erusalem for summer study at
Hebrew University. Another student, Mary Sanders,
will go to Tel Aviv University. Agreeing the trip was
too short, other students jokingly discuss schemes for
flunking and repeating the course. A traveler remem-

At Yad Vashem, Mary Sanders contemplates the magnitude of the Holocaust.

and beliefs and religion," she says. "I need to try to
understand their customs and why they do things as
opposed to saying, 'That's not right' because I don't
understand. I plan to discuss prejudices and stereotyping and share my experiences with the teen-agers in the
after-school program."
"Every day the trip impacts me differently," muses
Nancy Lubiani. "What I have now are more profound
questions than I have answers. I learned that God is
bigger than Christianity. Knowing that will help me
every day to see everybody in a different way."
"One of the best things about the trip is that not
only did we get to see a lot of the popular Biblical sites,
but we got a chance to see how the government and educational systems are run," recalls graduate student
Tammera Wilson. "But the whole experience was overwhelming."
Paralegal Marty Morgan says the course has
inspired her to continue her education past her May
2000 graduation. "I don't think I'll ever be the same
again," she observes. "I learned so much in the few days
we were there, and it made me realize that it's important to keep learning. Had I not taken this course, it
would have been a real loss."
"The whole thing was very emotional-not just fun
and interesting and a learning experience," says Jewish
student Beverly Rauch. "It was like coming home, not
only for me but for the Christians in the group. The
University made a beautiful program of tying in the old
and the new. We had a diverse group and we saw Judaic
holy places, Christian holy places and Islamic holy
places. Sometimes groups don't get that: they only go to
the Jewish sites. But if you don't see the whole complex
situation of the interaction of the different groups, then
you've lost something. I don't know how anybody could
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A Bethlehem street musician performs for The University of Memphis group.

her s tour guide Preminger's words in J erusalem :
"Whenever we celebrat e Passover seder, the last
thing we say in our t ext is, 'Next year, in J erusalem .'
That's like a promise that J ews h ave been passing on for
generations, even if th ey knew they'd never go. We feel
we're the for tunate ones t o live in a time wh ere 'Next
year, in J erusalem' is no longer a dream ."
These students h ave t asted th e joys oflearning
and glimpsed questions yet to be asked . Some will
return t o Israel. All will remember what th ey h ave
learned and h ow one University of Memphis class
changed their lives.

23

The New Paint Job

Online Overhaul
BY JUSTIN ENTZMINGER

The race is on. Colleges every•
where are taking to the informa•
tion superhighway to pick up
prospective students and commu•
nicate with constituents. To
attract users, The U of M has
been constructing the shiniest,
fastest, most efficient vehicle on
the superhighway. Students and
alumni should be able to jump
into this high•performance road•
ster within the month.

This summer The University of
Memphis has been retuning its Web
page (http://www.memphis.edu) to
stand out amid the blurring, speed•
ing barrage of information racing
past. The University is revamping
the old home page and its internal
links to make the Internet site more
efficient and visually appealing.
Scheduled for completion in August,
the exciting new site will entice
prospective students and community
members of the 21st century.

In the Pit
The old Web site, while function•
al, did not match competitors' effi•
ciency, organization or visual design.
"Our Web site does not convey the
message we need to convey," said
Linda Michael, director of marketing
and communication, last spring. "It
doesn't position us correctly in the
marketplace. It doesn't convey the
quality of the institution, or what
we're doing with technology."
Rapid change was imperative to
keep pace with the competition. The
University's pit crew for this Inter•
net overhaul has been aided by the
in•kind help of four alumni. Ben
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Bryant (BBA '68, MS '95), president/CEO of SCB Computer
Technology Inc., helped analyze the
old site and determine the
University's hardware needs and
capabilities. Marla Johnson (BA '81),
CEO of Aristotle, a Web design and
Internet access company, worked
chiefly on the creative design phase.
Jim Phillips (BBA '73, MBA '75),
CEO and chair of Interactive
Pictures Corp., added 360•degree
Internet pictures to create a virtual
campus tour. Alumni Association
Board member Ken Sossaman (BBA
'75), president of Sossaman and
Associates Advertising, also lent his
expertise to the project.
Johnson says the change needed
to be immediate. "Recruiting is very
competitive now," she says. "The
Internet is becoming an incredibly
important marketing tool. Every
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university competes for the best and
brightest students, and you need to
have a great Web page to convey
what you have to offer."
An essential element of the
redesign was efficient organization.
One of the main challenges was to
design the Web site so that all audiences arriving at the home page
have easy routes to their destinations. "Maybe you are in the community or a corporation interested in
giving to the University," Johnson
says. "Maybe you like to go to the
ball games, or maybe you are inter•
ested in art and music events. We
have a very diverse audience for The
U of M Web page so we want to
make sure that all of those people
can very easily and simply get to the
information they need within just a
few clicks."

THE UN I VERS I TY OF M E MPH I S

Visual appeal is essential to
conquering the Internet split-second
attention span and luring students
and community members further
into the University's online offer•
ings. To polish the site, Johnson and
others studied their competitors,
incorporating ideas and organization from the nation's best Web
pages. The U of M's new site offers a
home page with rotating images so
that each time the page is hit a different photo from a pool ofU ofM
snapshots is shown. Also, the work
of Jim Phillips at IPIX adds even
more technological pizzazz as the
images of University landmarks can
be viewed from many different
angles.
"I'm encouraged that we're
going to have a really good look,"
says Bill Akey (BA '81, MS '82, EdS
'87), director of student relations
and orientation services. "The aes·
thetic value of the page is important. If you've got a spiffy.looking
Web site, it speaks volumes about
what your university is like."

Catching a Ride
The University's Web page
serves as a vital first impression for
a burgeoning group of students who
use the Internet to search for colleges. BRIDGES, a publication of
the National Research Center for
College and University Admissions,
reports that 11.1 million teen•agers
use the Internet. That number is
expected to increase to 15.3 million
by 2002. With that growth comes
the importance for colleges to
remain competitive by broadening
their recruitment strategies on the
Internet.
"We know that to be competitive
you have to have a presence on the
Web," says Akey. "The Internet generation is upon us-and not just the
kids, but all of us are using the
Internet more and more.
"Most colleges and universities
have recognized how important it is
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to have a sophisticated and userfriendly Web site that students can
just jump on to gain access."
Thus, the University's new Web
page aims at being more accessible
to prospective students. A stronger
internal search engine now pulls up
admissions-related links within the
site in one step. "We already get a
lot of traffic over the Internet for
inquiries," says Akey. "I think the
new home page will streamline
that. I anticipate an increase in
Internet traffic for inquiries."

Company Car
In seeking to make Internet
strides, The U of M has increased
its outreach to the corporate community. The new main page for the
University features a link to a corporate connections site which provides a clear point of contact
between the corporate community
and the University. "The corporate
connections page is relatively
unique," says Johnson. "You don't
see it on many university Web
sites."
Visitors who arrive at the corporate connections page can choose
among a variety of links and options
that help corporations establish
relationships with the University.
The site offers information on how
to set up guest lectures by members
of the professional community, serve
on advisory boards, design educational programs to train potential
employees, make donations, fund
scholarships, and recruit from the
University's talent pool. The site
also provides links to many
research projects the University
already offers in conjunction with
local businesses.
The corporate connections site
not only benefits the Memphis corporate community, but serves as
another way to entice prospective
students. "More and more it is
important for prospective students
to see what I saw once I got to the
University," says Johnson. "I saw

that when I worked at the
University, there were research projects available to me, and there
were some great internships available. The corporate community had
a relationship with the University.
It really enhanced my education.
That's part of what we want to communicate in there."

In the Driver's Seat
The new Web site more accurately reflects The U of M's already
notable technological prowess.
Though the old site did not convey
it, The U of M provides many
Internet-savvy and cutting-edge
offerings to the student body and
community.
The Journalism Department
was one of the first accredited
online programs in the nation.
Several other U of M departments
plan to offer online courses in the
near future. The University is
expanding its nonacademic online
capabilities as well. An Aid
Estimator service is offered on the
Web site to provide high school
seniors and their parents with an
early estimate of financial aid they
may be eligible to receive. Soon,
athletic tickets will be sold over the
Internet, and people will be able to
make donations online.

Off to the Races
The new University of Memphis
Web site puts the institution in a
great position for the recruitment
race. The site also gives the school a
head-start on achieving new corporate relationships and broadening
old ones. Though the tweaking of
the lower tiers may take several
more months, the first two tiers,
with the all-important home page,
will be launched within the next
few weeks.
Chances are, with the rebuilding of the Web site, the University's
drawing power, opportunities and
technological reputation will
increase with exhilarating speed.
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TheColumns

Formula for
Success

Outdoors is Their Way of Life

Interim President Ralph Faudree calculates the formula for
success as he strives to bring the University to a new prime.

BY

H

ELIZABETH JANE WALKER

e is fluent in that "foreign" language called
combinatorics and becomes impassioned
when discussing such arcane topics as graph
theory and finite simple groups. But when Dr. Ralph
Faudree talks about numbers these days, he's more
likely to be discussing University growth than mathematics.
"I want to maintain the momentum we've generated," says Faudree, who has been interim president
of The University of Memphis since Dr. V. Lane
Rawlins' departure in May. "Although our funding
has been sparse, if you look at any measure, we've
made progress. We're about 150 percent above what
we were a few years ago in external funding. The
quality of our faculty has continued to increase. We're
doing a lot for the community; there's much more outreach than there was five or 10 years ago.
"We need to be thinking about what we want the
profile of the University to be in five or six years. I
think that profile should encompass some growthnot fantastic growth, but definite growth in numbers
on the graduate side."
A mathematician by training, Faudree was hired
in 1971 to support the University's fledgling doctoral
program in mathematical sciences. He spent 12 years
coordinating the department's graduate program and
bringing prestige to the institution through his own
research. An expert in graphical Ramsey theory and
Hamiltonian theory of graphs, Faudree has served as
visiting professor at universities in the Netherlands,
Scotland, France, China and Hungary. His long
friendship and collaboration with the late Paul Erdos,
history's most prolific mathematician, compelled the
famous scholar to visit campus several times a year
as an adjunct faculty member. A winner of the Arts
and Sciences Meritorious Faculty Award, Faudree
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was honored in 1994 with the Board of Visitors'
$15,000 Eminent Faculty Award.
In 1983, Faudree added administration to his
focus wh en he became departmental chair. "That's the
first time I came out ofmy little cave in math sciences to find out what was going on in other parts of
the University," h e recalls. "I realized that we had
some other really great departments and I began to
enjoy working on things on a slightly larger scale."
After co-chairing the Faculty Roles and Rewards
Task Force, Faudree agreed to become dean of Arts
and Sciences, where he worked to promote the college's teaching, research and service missions. In
spite of his increasing administrative duties, however, Faudree has continued to excel in his field ; in the
past five years alone, he has published 44 research
papers, edited or served on boards of professional
journals, traveled regularly to Hungary to conduct
research, and presented 21 papers at conferences
from California to the Czech Republic.
Faudree's responsibilities increased exponentially
in May, when h e assumed the presidency after
Rawlins accepted a position at Washington State
University. Faudree says he plans to take an active
role in the University's future . "I think many times
people think an interim is someone who's going to
just try to keep the boat from rocking and wait for the
next president. I don't think we should take that attitude at all," he explains. "We have a direction, and we
have things we want to do. We're going to be a national research institution with an urban mission. We're
going to maintain our momentum and move as quickly as possible toward our goals-those destination
areas we've already identified.
"And," he concludes, "we are going to get better
and better."

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

The outdoors is not only their business, it's their
passion.
Joe and Carol Lee Royer ride their bikes five days
a week. On Saturdays they meet a group in Cordova
for a 60-80 mile ride northeast of Memphis. On
Sundays they meet other cyclists in Midtown for a ride
to Shelby Forest and back.
Other days find them pedaling through their leafy
Chickasaw Gardens neighborhood or downtown on the
Riverwalk. "We ride for physical fitness, but we also
like social touring," says Carol Lee. "We're very compatible."
Joe is president and co-owner of Outdoors Inc.,
suppliers of outdoor clothing and sporting equipment
at three locations. Carol Lee is an investment adviser
and financial planner
at Waddell and
Associates.
Joe (BSCE '71,
MS '75) has cycled in
races in Austria, Italy,
Norway and the
United States. He has
raced road bikes,
tandems and cyclecross, a sort of steeplechase where racers
carry their bikes over
20-inch hurdles. The
Royers also have
toured by bicycle in
Scotland, England,
Norway, Switzerland,
and the United States.
Carol Lee (MBA '96) is an accomplished cyclist
herself. She has won 11 Tennessee State
Championships and a national medal in bicycle road
racing. Carol Lee holds the current title of masters
state champion in road racing for Tennessee.
The Royers direct two of the most popular sporting
events in the city: the Outdoors Inc. Canoe and Kayak
Race during the Memphis in May International
Festival and the Tour de Wolf mountain bike race each
fall. Last year the Canoe and Kayak Race attracted
250 boats and 500 paddlers.
Joe founded the Tour de Wolf 11 years ago. It has
grown from 45 riders to 1,000, becoming the largest
biking event in Tennessee. Competitors come from the
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United States and seven foreign countries. It's good for
the city to have an international event like the Tour de
Wolf, says Royer. "They (competitors) think it's great to
come to Memphis," he says. "It makes Memphis cool."
The athletic event also has an environmental
aspect. A crew makes sure that Shelby Farms is cleaner after the race than before. The race, and a climbing
wall set up during the event, generated about $1,000
for the International Mountain Bike Association,
which teaches responsible riding and works to keep
bike trails open. A kayak tournament benefited
American Whitewater, an organization that promotes
river conservation and restoration.
Joe , who helped plan the kayaking course on the
Ocoee River for the 1996 Summer Olympics, established a U of M continuing education class
in kayaking. "I talked
the University into
buying the boats for
the class." Joe says. "I
taught the class for 15
years, then I turned it
over to a student."
Carol Lee earned
the Chartered Financial Analyst designation from the Association for Investment
Management and
Research, the 10th
woman to earn that
title in West Tennessee. She earned the certified financial planner designation in 1997.
When the Royers aren't enjoying their natural surroundings, they are often working to protect them.
They have devoted time to protecting local parks and
studying the quality of water in the Memphis harbor.
Providing a clean environment is good business, says
Joe. "Most of the great companies are going to beautiful areas," he says. "Having a good park system and
clean air and water is the best thing we can do for the
Memphis economy."
Outdoor activities and environmental activism
are a natural fit, he adds . "People who are out hiking
and climbing see the natural resources and want to
protect them."
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FoundationDevelopmentNEWS
I

The University of Memphis is honored by the support of all of its donors, including the following:
• The Rockefeller Foundation has awarded a
$50,000 grant to the Center for Urban Research and
Extension for creation of a national organization for
the support of community-higher education partnerships for community development.
• The Assisi Foundation has awarded $219,725
for several projects: $65,000 for the Access Center
for Technology, which matches disabled people with
assistive technology; $56,725 to fund two literacy
programs; $10,000 for a community reading initiative; $35,000 to the Cultural Educational Opportunity; and $53,000 to the Surveillance of Health
Status Initiative.

I

• The Dr. Douglas C. Lemmon Scholarship has
been established in the Music Department. The
$25,000 commitment will honor The U of M music
professor, who died in a car accident in January. To
contribute to the fund, call 901/678-2586.
• An anonymous donor has established the John
DeCleux Memorial Scholarship in the College of
Communication and Fine Arts. It will be awarded to
an undergraduate broadcast journalism major.
• The estate of William and Martha Donigan has
established a scholarship in the Department of
English.
• The Legacy Scholarship Campaign is well
underway. Recipients must be enrolled at The U of
M, have minimum ACT scores of 25, live in the MidSouth and be community leaders. The goal is to
secure $3 million in new scholarship dollars by
September. So far, the University has received commitments of $2.6 million. Watch future U of M
Magazines for campaign updates. A few recent commitments include: Distinguished Alumni award
recipient Tina Santi Flaherty (BA '61) established
the Santi Family Endowed Legacy Scholarship. This
$50,000 scholarship will go to a Mid-South music
major with a special interest in opera. Saks Inc.
has established the Willard Sparks Endowed Legacy
Scholarship in appreciation of Sparks' service to the
corporation as a board member.
• Anonymous donors have contributed funding for
three Legacy Scholarships. The Legacy Scholarship in honor of Julie Sprunt is named for a
retired associate professor of psychology at The

U of M; the Michael and Debbi Rose Minority
Legacy Scholarship will be awarded to black students who will be designated as Rose Scholars; the
Legacy Scholarship in honor of Dr. R. Eugene
Smith is named for the University's longtime vice
president of business and finance .

Campus Leaders Named Alumni Scholars
Two campus leaders will be
entering the University this fall as
Alumni Scholars . Andrew W.
McGarrity and Alan R. Burcham
received the $1,000 annual scholarships created by the Alumni
Association's Life Member endowment. Applicants must have at least
one parent or grandparent who is a
member of the Alumni Association.
It's no surprise that McGarrity
was voted "Mr. Bartlett" at Bartlett
(Tenn.) High School. He was president of the senior class and of
IMPACT, a Bible study club.
McGarrity played in the marching
band for four years, where he was a
drumline leader. He hopes to continue that involvement at The U of M
by serving with the Student
Government Association and the
Student Activities Council. "One of
the reasons I chose The University
of Memphis was the leadership program and the SGA," he says. "I'm

very passionate about leading."
McGarrity was a member of the
Beta Club and the track and cross
country teams. As a senior, he was

Andrew McGarrity

Afan Burcham

voted "Contributed Most to the
Class." He is active in Bartlett
Baptist Church, where he leads worship services and works with the
student ministry. The son of Don
(BA '7 4) and Linda McGarrity, he
plans to major in political science.
Burcham graduated from
Collierville (Tenn.) High School,
where he scored both athletic

Send us Your News ...
Name __ _

• Gary Smith (JD '73) has committed $25,000 to
the Tom Preston Endowed Professorship at the Cecil
C. Humphreys School of Law. The goal of the professorship is $300,000. To contribute to this fund, call
Kelly Erb at 901/678-4095.

SSN

achievements and academic excellence. He played football for the
Dragons for four years , serving as
captain in his senior year. He was a
member of Mu Alpha Theta, the
National Honor Society and Who's
Who Among American High School
Students. Burcham was nominated
for the Wendy's Reisman Scholarship Athletics Award, which recognizes athletic and academic skills.
At The U of M, he plans to major in
biology. His parents are Willie 0.
Burcham (BS '69) and Valeri Kay
Hargrave Burcham (BBA '70).
Each scholarship is a four-year
renewable award, provided the
recipient maintains a minimum
overall grade point average of 2.5
for the first two semesters and 3.0
each subsequent semester. For
information on the program, call the
Alumni Association at 901/678-2586
or 800/678-8729.

:l Address/Name Change

_ _ . _ Year/Degree_ _

Address -

Phone (H) .

(W)- - - -

City -

State __

ZIP- - - - -

News/Request: _

• James (LLB '60) and Donna Springfield contributed $10,000 through the Community Foundation of Memphis to the James F. and Donna T.
Springfield Scholarship. The gift brings their total
contribution to the Cecil C. Humphreys School of
Law Scholarship program to $50,000.
• S. Morgan Morton (BBA '63) donated $5,000 to
the Fogelman College of Business and Economics.
Warner-Lambert matched the gift with a $10,000
contribution for a total of $15,000.

News items and photographs are welcome, but we cannot be held
responsible for the return of unsolicited materials.
Information received is printed as space permits. Send information to:
Alumni Center; The University of Memphis; Memphis, TN 38152
Phone 901/678-2586 • E-mail to: alumni@cc.memphis.edu.

• Russel Lee Wiener contributed $10,000 to the
College of Arts and Sciences.
SUMMER 2000
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If you are interested in serving as a
volunteer chapter or club leader, let
us hear from you! Call the Alumni
Association at 901 I 678-2586 or
800 I 678-8729.

CHAPTERS
Arts & Sciences

The chapter hosted its Pit Stops
during exam week, providing coffee,
juice and doughnuts for students
and faculty. Members are planning
their annual awards banquet, which
will be held Sept. 29 at the Racquet
Club of Memphis.
Band

Band alumni are making plans
for the 2000 Mid-South Invitational
Marching Band Competition Oct. 7
at Liberty Bowl Memorial Stadium.
The regional competition is the
chapter's main fund-raiser and a
recruiting tool for the Mighty Sound
of the South marching band. To help
with this event, call chapter president Tim Blabey (BBA '94) at 7588609 or 419-8092, or Dr. Sidney
McKay at 678-2263.
Business and Economics

More than 125 people attended

the chapter's Career Day luncheon
in March, with John C. Kelley Jr.
(BBA '7 4) of First Tennessee Bank
as keynote speaker. "Guest professors" who shared their professional
experiences with students included
Kim Barnett (BA '95), FedEx; Pat
Berry (EMBA '98), BellSouth; Brian
Blair (EMBA '97), Special
Consultants; Rob Evans (MBA '97),
IBM Software; John Lewallen
(BSCE '75), Buckeye Technologies;
Jon McGlothian (MBA '97), Buckeye
Technologies; Mike Pera (BBA '71),
Marsh USA; Randy Simpson (BBA
'90), Centrafuse; Tom Sullivan (BBA
'74), PricewaterhouseCoopers; and
George Tutt (MBA '99), Harcros
Chemicals.

Coffee and Conversation. He discussed Internet connectivity in the
former Soviet Union.

Members took part in the
Memphis Italian Festival and the
Ducks Unlimited Great Outdoors
Festival in June. The club is planning a kick-off event for Homecoming 2000.
Jackson, Tenn.

Jackson alumni and friends
gathered for U of M night at the
West Tennessee Diamond Jaxx baseball game in June.
Law

The chapter held a reception to
recognize retired faculty and staff
members in May. New officers are
Dr. Carolyn McKellar (EdD '77),
president; Barbara Cook (MS '86),
vice president; and James Padgett
(MA '75), secretary/treasurer.

Chapter members participated
in the Africa in April Festival
honoring Ethiopia.

Emeriti

The club will host a golf tournament in late summer or fall. Watch
your mail for more details.

Dr. Les Pourciau, former director of libraries at The U of M, was
featured speaker at the club's spring

Luther C. McClellan Black Alumni

Nashville

Become a Life Member of the Alumni Association
By joining The University of Memphis Alumni Association, you can leave a
legacy-one that will help future generations attend The U of M.
Children and grandchildren of Alumni Association members may apply for
Alumni Scholarships, renewable awards available to first-time freshmen . These
scholarships are made possible through an endowment created by Life Members
of the Alumni Association.
Life memberships are $500 for individuals, $800 for married alumni and
$400 for senior citizens (individual or joint). To receive an application for Legacy
Scholarships, or to become a Life Member, call 901/678-2586 or visit the Alumni
Center.
New Life Members

276.
277.
278.
279.
280.
281.
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Greater Memphis

Law alumni gathered for a
luncheon at AutoZone Park in July.
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Janet C. Stewart (BBA '91)
Thomas E. (BA '72) and Wight F. (BA '80) Boggs
Brett S. Davis (BBA '88)
Barbara (BS '53, MA '83) and William Mashburn
Dr. Sylvia Elizabeth Sparrow (BS '90)
William W. Scott-Williams (MEd '76)
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Business Leader Invests in U of M Vision
A graduate of Peabody College in Nashville,
Con Welch knows the value of a dollar earned:
Welch has nurtured a lifelong interest in sports. He
at 87 years of age, the Savannah, Tenn., businesswas instrumental in bringing the NAIA National
man still works every day at the office in this quaint
Football Championship to Savannah. Such organiTennessee River town.
zations as the Rotary Club of Savannah and the
Welch also knows about spending wisely to creTennessee House of Representatives have bestowed
ate value. That's why he's investing in higher educahonors and awards upon Welch. A trustee emeritus
tion. Through a charitable lead trust, Welch is
of the Nature Conservancy, he also served as presihelping ensure the future of The U of M, as well as
dent of the Tennessee Bankers Association and on
that of his heirs. His gift to the University reflects
the Governing Council of the American Bankers
his vision for the institution.
Association. Welch
"The University
began his banking
of Memphis should be
~ career in 1947 at the
a prestigious place,
c;,
~
former Citizens Bank
not just another
{ (now SunTrust Bank)
school," says Welch.
in Savannah, where
"It should be a school
he later became presipeople want to go to
dent. He is also part
not because it is close,
owner of Welch
but because it is acadInsurance Agency.
emically prominent."
Welch is known
A charitable lead
throughout Hardin
trust is an irrevocable
County for his pentrust that gives The U
chant for hunting.
ofM the first (or lead"Turkey
hunting is my
ing) interest in the
favorite,
but don't
trust; thereafter, it
start
it;
it's
a bad
passes to, or continhabit,"
he
says
with a
ues in, trusts for othlaugh.
ers, such as children
Con Welch holds a proclamation from the Tennessee legislature declaring "Con
"Through the genor grandchildren. The
Welch Day" to honor a lifetime of achievement by The U of M supporter.
erosity of donors such
trustee may be one or
as Mr. Welch, the future of The University of
more individuals, a bank, charity or a combination
Memphis will be brighter," says Suzanne Mineck,
of these. The donor designates The U ofM as the
director of The University of Memphis Foundation
beneficiary of income for a specified time period.
and planned giving. "And as more and more people
"The lead trust preserves the principal that I
discover the personal financial benefits offered
put in for a member of my family," explains Welch.
through planned giving, they will consider following
"And during the tenure of the trust, it enables me to
Mr. Welch."
contribute the income off the trust and help whatevMineck says there are several methods for maker charities I want to."
ing gifts to the University-many of which benefit
By donating to The U ofM, Welch touches the
donors and their beneficiaries, as well as the instilives of deserving students for years to come. He
tution. To discuss options for contributing to The U
chose to donate to the athletic fund because of his
ofM, call her at 678-3255, 800/678-8729, send hereavid interest in athletics.
mail at smineck@memphis.edu, or write her at the
"I didn't go to the University, but I spend a lot of
Alumni Center, The University of Memphis,
my time in Memphis shopping, doing my medical
Memphis, TN 38152.
things and such," he says. "And over the years, I
have developed an interest in Tiger basketball."
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Alumni RATE as Top Teachers

Take a Closer Look
The University of Memphis Alumni Association has added some significant enhancements to its member benefit package. In an effort to provide greater incentives for alumni to join and support the association, dues-paying members can
now enjoy the following benefits:
• NORTHWEST AIRLINES DISCOUNTS. Depending on the sea-

• KAPLAN EDUCATIONAL CENTERS offers 10 percent dis-

counts on preparation courses for the GRE , GMAT,
LSAT, MCAT, ACT, SAT, CPA and NCLEX exams.

son of travel, benefits will range from percentage discounts on domestic and international airfares to $99
companion coupons.

• TRAVEL DISCOUNTS. Members will receive special car
Blakeburn

Harrison

Moore

Lapuente

Sanders

rental rates with Alamo, Avis, Hertz and National.

• SUNCOM, the official wireless communications provider

from AT&T, offers special discounts.
U ofM alumn i dominated
this year's Memph is Rotary
Awards for Teach er Excellence.
Seven of the 10 recipients
received degrees from The
University of Memph is. The
awards recognize outstanding
classroom performance among
Memphis City Schools teachers.
Recipients included Leslie
Blakebu rn (MEd '80, EdD '83), a
sixth-grade language arts a nd
social studies teach er at John P.
Freeman School; Su e Robinson
Harrison (BA '69, MEd '73),
CLUE teacher at Ridgeway middle and high schools; Monica
Zingale Lapuente (MS '95), fifth-

grade teacher at Eva n s
Elementary; Janet Moore (BSE d
'70, MEd '82), second-grade
teacher at Gardenview
Elementary; Jerry S a nders (MM
'87), Orff music and Fren ch
teacher at Peabody Elem en tary;
Carole Livingston Shipma n (BBA
'65 , BSEd '82. MEd '73), m arketing/travel and tourism instructor
at Wooddale High; and Jua n ita
Skinner (BS '66, MEd '72), guidance counselor at Overton H igh.
The teachers were honored at
a dinner in April. E a ch recipient
received $750 for education a l

Shipman

In addition, association members can take advantage of these benefits:
• Special merchandise offerings
• Alumni Association Scholarship award eligibility for
• Availability of Tiger Visa Card
children and grandchildren of members
• Eligibility to hold office in the Alumni Association
• Networking opportunities at association events and
• Support and assistance for University fund-raising
activities
projects
• Automatic membership in your college, school or spe• Sponsorship of recognition awards for outstanding
cial interest constituent chapter
alumni, friends and faculty
• Automatic membership in area clubs
• Maintenance of alumni records and directory service
• Lower reservation fees for most association events
• Discounts at the University Store and Tiger Book
for members
• Half-Century Club Dinner for alumni of 50 or more
Store (excludes textbooks and computer items)
years
• Continuing Education discounts

Skinner

0 $35 Ann ua l Joint

0 $500 Life (or pledge $275 x 2 yrs)
O $800 Life Joint

0 Check made payable to The U of M Alumni Association in
the amou nt of$._ _ __

(or pledge $425 x 2 yrs; $300 x 3 yrs)

0 Charge my membership in the amount of $ _ _ __
to (circle one) Visa MasterCard Amex Discover
Ca rd #:
Exp. Date:_ __

0 $400 Life Senior Citizen, Sing le or Joint

(or pledge $200 x 2 yrs)
NAME. _ _ _ _ _--''-,,-----

Distinguished Alumni- A Call for Nominations
The Alumni Association is seeking nominations for its 2001 Distinguished Alumni Awards.
These awards honor alumni and friends who have
brought honor and distinction to the University.
The categories are Distinguished Alumni,
Distinguished Friend and Outstanding Young
Alumni.
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Method of Payment

Membership Categories

improvements.

SPOUSE (if joint)

The awards will be presented at a gala event
March 17, 2001.
To receive a nomination form, call Tammy
Hedges , director of alumni programs, at 901/6782586 or 800/678-8729, or e-mail her at thedges
@memphis. edu. The deadline for nominations is
Sept. 1, 2000.

T H E UN I VERS I TY O F MEM PHI S

- - - SSN, _ _ _ _ _ MAJOR, _ _ _ ___:__ _ DEG RE E. _ _ _ _ CLASS ______ __
SSN

MAJOR

DEG REE

CLASS _ _ _ __

AD DRESS

CITY_ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ STATE. _ _ _ZIP_ _ ~ _

E-MAIL ADD RESS:

SPOUSE E-M AI L: -___,-=--.:...._---

- - - - , . . - -- - - - -

COM PANY_ _ _ _ _ _ __.__ _ _ _ _ JOB TITLE _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ -'--_
CO. AD DRESS, _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ CITY---,-,.....,..,.-,--:.--,-e.--

=---- - STATE. _ __ ZIP_---:=-:::c-,

SPOUSE'S CO._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ JOB TITLE· - -=--- - ---=---- --=--

SU MM E R 2 000

33

C

L A S

S

N

1954
Joe Walk (BS, MA '57)
has written Highland
Heights and Memphis,
Some Historical
Memories, his fifth book
on the Highland Heights
neighborhood and its
school, Treadwell. Walk is
a former Memphis police
officer.

1960
Vervon Davidson (BS)
was elected speaker of the
house for the 2000 Older
Iowans Legislature after
serving as speaker pro
tempore last year. He
lives in Iowa Falls.
1964

O T

E

of bands and woodwind
instructor at The U of M.

1965
Phillip R. Hamblett
(BA, MA '70) heads the
Children's Book Project of
the Bell County Council
on Literacy. He helps
inmates at a minimum
security prison record
books on tape for their
children. Hamblett lives
in Harrogate, Tenn.

Judge Richard P.
McCully (BS, JD '68)
received the Merit Key
Award from Sigma Alpha
Epsilon in recognition of
his outstanding service to
the fraternity. He lives in
Dunwoody, Ga.

1967

Arthur Prince

Arthur H. Prince (BA,
MA '70) received the
Security Bank
Outstanding Adjunct
Faculty Award 1999-2000
from Dyersburg State
Community College.
Dr. Jimmy Simmons
(BS) was honored by the
Press Club of Southeast
Texas as the 1999
N ewsmaker of the Year,
recognizing him as the
individual having the
most significant positive
impact on issues and
events in the region.
Simmons is president of
Lamar University in
Beaumont, Texas, and a
former assistant director
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Dr. Beverly Greene
Bond (BS, MA '69, PhD
'96) worked as a consultant to students in a film
and video class at
Cordova Optional Middle
School. The film Hidden
in Plain View tells the
story of Millie Swan Price,
a free woman of color who
became a wealthy
landowner.
Mary Terrell Cargill
(BA, MA '71) is co-editor
of the book Voices of
Vietnamese Boat People:
Nineteen Narratives of
Escape and Survival. She
is chair of the Literature
and Languages Department at Christian
Brothers University.
Frank Gardner (BS),
senior vice president of
television for E.W. Scripps
Co., was named to head
the company's new interactive media unit. The
unit identifies business
opportunities on the

Internet and in wireless
applications, interactive
television and digital
broadcast TV. Gardner
supervised the start-up of
the Home & Garden
Television cable channel,
the acquisition of the
Food Network channel,
and the creation of Do It
Yourself, an interactive
television and Internet
channel.

Fred Smith (BS) is vice
president of Boyle
Insurance Agency, where
he handles large property
and casualty accounts.
Smith co-founded the
Galbreath Insurance
Agency, and served as its
president for 18 years.
1968
Larry Cox (BBA, MBA
'73) was named chair of
the American Association
of Airport Executives. H e
is president and chief
executive of the MemphisShelby County Airport
Authority and a member
of the University's Board
of Visitors.

Rachel Shankman (BS)
received a Women of
Achievement Award in the
category of initiative. She
is director of the Memphis
office of Facing History
and Ourselves and a past
president of Beth Sholom
Congregation.
Robert M. Stein (BS,
BSCE '69) received the
Technical Association
Pulp and Paper Industry
(TAPPI) Environmental
Division Technical Award
and Roy F. Weston Prize
for 2000. The award is the
highest technical award
in the pulp and paper
industry. Stein is senior

vice president of AWARE
Environmental Inc., an
environmental engineering company based in
Charlotte, N .C.

1970
Dr. Vivian Carter
Dillihunt (BSEd, MEd
'72, EdD '86) was appointed to the Le Bonheur
Children's Medical Center
board of directors .

1971
Dr. Thomas H.
Appleton Jr. (BA) is a
professor of history at
Eastern Kentucky
University. He was publications editor for the
Kentucky Historical
Society for 21 years.
Kathy Etnier Looney
(BSEd), a fourth-grade
teacher at Tara Oaks
Elementary, has been
nominated for the 2001
Tennessee Teacher of the
Year competition.
Camise C. Paschall
(BA) of Knoxville has
joined Pricewaterhouse
Coopers as a consultant
in the strategic change
practice. She is a former
vice president and chief
quality officer for the
Tennessee Valley Authority.

1973
Diane Davis Allen (BA)
is associate dean for outreach, research and professional development for
the College of Education
at the University of
North Texas. She lives in
Denton.
Ann Fluker Harbor
(BA, MS '89) is serving
as president of The
University of Memphis'
Greater Memphis Alumni
Club.

1975
Mack Ogren

Mack J. Ogren (BS) is
executive vice president of
Randall Publishing Co. in
Tuscaloosa, Ala. His
responsibilities include
future business developments, including acquisitions and alliances in the
e-commerce market, formulating business plans
and managing cost departments. Ogren has
been with Randall since
1993.
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Anita Womack Ryan
(BSEd) is treasurer for
Fred's Inc.
Lynne Joy Goldberg
Steinman (BA) has been
promoted to associate editor of the St. Louis Jewish
Light, the weekly newspaper of the Jewish community in St. Louis. She and
her husband Larry
Steinman have two chil-

SUMMER 2000

nications for city government.

1974
Brig. Gen. Thomas L.
Carter (BS) is mobilization assistant to the director of Air Force legislative
liaison. He works with
Congressional members
and staff and senior Air
Force leaders on issues
related to pending legislation important to the Air
Force. Carter left active
duty in 1988 after serving
as President Ronald
Reagan's Air Force aide.
Thomas Jenkins Jr.
(BA) was named Associate of the Year for
MassMutual's Memphis
Agency.

1972
Estella W. Smith (MEd,
EdD '77) received the
Legendary Friend Award
from the Community
College of Allegheny
County Educational
Foundation. The general
manager of public affairs
at Duquesne Light Co.,
Smith has been a strong
supporter of the college
for a decade. She lives in
Pittsburgh.

dren, Adam Paul and
Abby Lauren.

Hayden Lait (JD) was
elected a fellow of the
American College of Civil
Trial Mediators. He is an
attorney and adjunct professor at the Cecil C.
Humphreys School of
Law.
David Wadlington
(BBA) is chief financial
officer for savings at First
Trust Bank.

1976
Cynthia Ham (BA) is
president of Archer/
Malmo Public Relations.
Before joining the firm in
1997, Ham was executive
director of the Memphis
in May International
Festival.
Stephen Jordan (BA, JD
'80) h as moved from
Helena, Mont., to Nashville, where h e is a reference librarian at the
Vanderbilt University
Law School.

NOTES

Larry Rice

Larry Rice (JD) has
authored "Firm Advice,"
for the American Bar
Association journal
Family Advocate. The
article offers advice to
attorneys on how to hire
and motivate staff members. Rice is a partner in
the law firm of Rice,
Smith, Bursi, Amundsen,
Jewel & Armstrong. A
popular lecturer on
divorce practice across the
United States, he has
written numerous publications on family law and
trial practice.

1977
Reginald A. Banks (BA)
has been promoted to the
rank of colonel in the Air
Force. He is director of
contracting with the
Materiel Systems Group
at Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base in Dayton,
Ohio.
Jacqueline Camper
(BFA) is director of the
National Scrabble Club of
Memphis, one of more
than 175 sanctioned clubs
of the National Scrabble
Association.
Gale Jones Carson (BA)
is executive assistant to
Memphis Mayor Willie
W. Herenton. She oversees the mayor's internal
and external commu-

Marsha Dukes Harris
(BBA, MBA '88) was
named Woman of the Year
2000 by the American
Business Women's
Association. Harris is
president of the group's
Whitehaven chapter and
has served in many leadership roles. She is an
accounting supervisor
with the Memphis-Shelby
County Airport Authority.
Albert Langston Jr.
(MEd) has been appointed
principal of Bishop Byrne
High School. He h ad been
principal of Holy Family
Elementary School in
Holly Springs, Miss.
Frank Ricks (BSET) is
serving as chair of the
board of Goals for
Memphis. He is a managing principal in Looney
Ricks Kiss Architects.

1978
Gary W. Lendermon
(BSEd) has been named
president of Archer/
Malmo Co-op. He joined
the firm in 1993 as vice
president.

1979
Sheila Jordan
Cunningham (BA, JD
'83) was promoted to senior vice president, general
counsel and secretary for
Buckeye Technologies Inc.

1980
Mike Bilderbeck
(BSME) was named
Outstanding Engineer for
2000 by the Memphis
Joint Engineers Council.
Allen Hester (BA,
MA '95) is senior vice
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president of marketing
and communications for
the Memphis Area Chamber of Commerce.
Danny Kail (BA, JD '83)
received an Excellence in
Public Service-Local
Government award from
the Memphis/Mid-South
Chapter of the American
Society for Public
Administration. He is
administrator for Shelby
County's Human
Resources Department
Training and Development Section.

O T E

1982
William Hendricks Jr.
(BA, JD '85) has been certified as a civil trial specialist by the Tennessee
Commission on Continuing Legal Education and
Specialization.
Lisa Siano (BSEd), a
marketing education
teacher at Houston High
School, has been nominated for the 2001 Tennessee
Teacher of the Year.
1983

John McAlpin (ESME)
is the vice president of
distribution services for
PlanetRx.com Inc., a Webbased pharmacy.
Dr. Laurie Mercier
(MA) is president of the
Oral History Association.
She also is an assistant
professor of history at
Washington State
University at Vancouver
and is program director of
the Center for Columbia
River History. She has
authored a book, Smelter
City, a story oflabor, gender and cultural politics
in a small Montana
town.
Dr. Chester M. Morgan
(PhD) served as The U of
M delegate at the inauguration of Delta State
University's new president, Dr. David Potter.
Morgan teaches history at
DSU.

1981
Gayle Powelson (BEA,
MBA '97) was promoted to
senior vice president for
finance and accounting for
Buckeye Technologies Inc.
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Liz Conway

Liz Conway (BPS) has
been named director of
public affairs for the
Memphis Cancer Center,
where she supervises
community outreach,
physician relations and
communications. The center provides major support to the Memphis
Cancer Foundation. She
had been marketing/communications manager for
AZO Inc.
Dr. Linda Collins
Porterfield (BSN), director of cardiovascular
research and education at
Arrhythmia Consultants
PC, was chosen to chair a
national committee on
patient education for the
North American Society
for Pacing Electrophysiology.

Lee Tubbs

Trust Co. in Chicago.
Before joining Northern
Trust in 1999, she was a
consultant at the
Retirement Research
Foundation. Ragland is a
contributing editor to The
Corporate Contributions
Handbook and has lectured on corporate
social responsibility in
England.

1988

Kathy 0. Lofton (EBA)
received an MBA from
Union University.

Tonna Bruce

Lee A. Tubbs (BPS) has
started a business,
EnviroGuard Pest
Control, which serves
Chattanooga and North
Georgia. The company
specializes in non-chemical methods of pest control. Married to Marilyn
M. Helms (BEA '82,
MBA '84, DEA '87), Tubbs
is a director of the
Georgia Pest Control
Association.

1984
Mark Dillard (ESME)
has completed 15 years of
service with the National
Aeronautics and Space
Administration. He is in
his fourth year as NASA's
representative to the
Italian Space Agency.
Dillard lives in Turin,
Italy, with his wife and
two children.
Valerie Walsh Johnson
(MBA, JD '93) has joined
the law firm of Baker,
Donelson, Bearman &
Caldwell. She concentrates her practice in the
areas of intellectual property (trademark, copyright and technology
licensing) and e-business.

1986
Nina Isom Conley (BS)
is manager assistant for
Mimeo.com, which provides business document
printing, binding and
delivery through the
Internet.
Sanjay Desai (MBA) is
director of materials and
logistics at PlanetRx.com
Inc.

Kathleen Man

Kathleen Tsang Man
(MM), a composition and
piano teacher certified by
the Music Teachers
National Association, was
named to Who's Who of
American Women. She
and her husband, Samuel
Man, sang a duet at the
J .S. Bach Celebration in
February. Man is an independent music teacher,
pianist and singer.

1985
Barbara 0. Ragland
(MBA) was named a vice
president of Northern

Tonna Rigsbee Bruce
(MBA) was named vice
president of finance and
administration at East
Central College in Union,
Mo. She also serves as
executive director of the
ECC Foundation board.
Tyrone Currie (BA)
received an Outstanding
Professional/Technical
Staff award from the
Memphis/Mid-South
Chapter of American
Society for Public
Administration. He is a
senior community officer
with the Memphis Police
Department's Westwood
COACT unit.
Brian S. Gaston (BFA) is
managing artistic director
for Second Youth
Repertory Family Theater
and general manager/producer for the Gilbert and
Sullivan Society of Austin,
Texas. He received the B.
Iden Payne award for outstanding costume design
for his Bunraku puppetry
in Liu, the Dragon King.
Gaston is a writer, designer, director and producer,
as well as performer in
the Southwest.

1989
Mary Masters Caywood
(MBA) has been named
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president of Archer/
Malmo Direct. She has
been with the company
since 1993, when she
joined as vice president.

SUMMER2000

David Moyer (EBA) and
Carolyn Sue Moyer
announce the birth of
their son, Grady Robert,
on Jan. 12. They also
have a daughter, Josie,
and live in Grapevine,
Texas.

1990
Randy Simpson (EBA)
is vice president for development for Centrafuse,
providing Internet
accounting and business
software solutions for the
hotel industry.
1991
Curtis Carmack (EBA)
and Dawn Talley
Carmack (BA '92)
announce the birth of
their first child, Caroline
Elizabeth, on Sept. 17,
1999. Curtis is a contract
administrator with
Komatsu International;
Dawn teaches U.S.
History at Brighton
(Tenn.) High School.
Jonathan Chastain
(BA) and Connie
Wallace Chastain (BA
'93) are the parents of
Julianne Elyse Wallace
Chastain, born Sept.15.
They live in Houston,
where Jonathan is a news
producer for KPRC-TV
and Connie is a promotions writer/producer at
KHOU-TV.
David Chipman (BM)

and Carol KingChipman (BM '87, MM
'89, DMA '96) are the parents of Benjamin King
Chipman, born May 20,
1999.
Windel V. Drane (BFA)
and Rivers Wilkinson
Drane (BFA '83)
announce the birth of
their second child, Callie
Rose Drane, on Feb. 9,
1999.
Kim Helminski Keller
(BA, MA '97) has been
accredited in public relations by the Public
Relations Society of
America. The APR examination measures a practitioner's knowledge of
public relations practice,
communications theory,
management science,
ethics and general understanding of the profession.
She and her husband,
Harold Keller, welcomed
the birth of their first
child, Elisa Victoria, on
Nov. 11, 1999.
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won for her coming-ofage story "A Daughter."
Bancroft teaches dance
and children's literature
at The University of
Memphis and is a teaching artist with the
Memphis Arts Council.
Christina von Cannon
Burdette (JD), a licensed
attorney and certified
public accountant, has
formed a partnership with
the law firm of Snider,
Horner & New PLLC. She
concentrates her practice
on probate, estate planning, taxation and corporate law, and is active in
family matters and litigation support.

Johney Green

Maureen McCormickWagner (BA) has been
promoted to promotion/
development manager
for the WKNO-FM stations. She also is the
local host for Morning
Edition.
Steve Satterfield (BEA)
has been named county
administrator of public
records and will oversee the new county
archives.

1992
Sheri Bancroft (BFA)
received an Individual
Artist Fellowship in Literature from the Tennessee
Arts Commission. She

Johney B. Green Jr.
(ESME), a development
engineer in the Engineering Technology Division of
the Oak Ridge National
Laboratory, was named
Black Engineer of the
Year in the Outstanding
GEM Alumnus category.
Green's work in support
of the Department of
Energy's Office of
Advanced Automotive
Technologies is in compression-ignition engines,
spark-ignition engines,
alternative fuels and systems applications. He
earned a master's degree
from Georgia Institute of
Technology, where he is
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a doctoral candidate.
Green and his wife Tonya
live in West Knoxville.

P erry Hayes (JD) has
been promoted to assistant director of the Narcotics Prosecution Unit of
the District Attorney's
Office.

(

ee Benefits Policy" for the
Tennessee Bar Journal. A
senior attorney with
FedEx, she concentrates
her practice in employee
benefits law. Wells is an
adjunct faculty member at
the Cecil C. Humphreys
School of Law.
1994

Charles Hester (BBA)
has received his customs
broker license from the
U.S. Customs Service.
1993
P atricia A. McNeely
(BPS) was named Professional of the Year (1999)
by the West Tennessee
Association of Alcohol and
Drug Abuse Counselors.
She is the founder and
executive director of the
non-profit agency ACAR,
the Alcohol and Chemical
Abuse Rehab Center Inc.

Kim Purdy (BSEd) is
systems administrator for
Mimeo.com, which provides business document
printing, binding and
delivery through the
Internet.
Michael P u tt (BPS, MPA
'99) received the Student
of the Year award from
the Memphis/Mid-South
Chapter of American
Society for Public Administration. He is a lieutenant with the Memphis
Fire Department.
Mark Vaughn (BBA) is
director of patient financial services for Methodist
Healthcare's West
Tennessee Division.
Dorothy Sanders Wells
(JD) wrote "ERISA, 25
years Later: The Evolution of America's Employ-
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1996
Della Adams (BA, MS
'98) is business information manager for the
Memphis Area Chamber
of Commerce.

Lisa K. Craig (BA) is
pursuing a graduate
course in primary education at the University of
Canberra, Australia.
Chad Donley (MBA)
and Wendy Donley (MS
'97) welcomed the birth
of their second daughter,
Callie Elizabeth Donley,
on Feb. 15. They live in
Kettering, Ohio.

John Carney

John Carney (BBA) is
vice president, account
supervisor, for the Buntin
Group. He has been with
the company since 1995.
Rebecca Leake Craig
(BBA) passed the Uniform
Certified Public Accountant Examination. She
works for Grisham, Wildman and Work, a certified
public accounting firm.
1995
Valerie Bennett (MA) is
publications coordinator
for Wiley, Rein and
Fielding, a communications and technology law
firm in Washington, D.C.

Dr. Ted Phelps (PhD)
has written an entry for
the Dictionary of Missouri Biography on Duff
Green, a political journalist who helped elect
President Andrew
Jackson. An affiliate broker with The Buyer's
Agent, Phelps teaches history at The U of M.

1997
Vicky Goode Flores
(BA, MA '98), an account
coordinator with Thompson & Co., teaches desktop publishing techniques
at The U ofM.

J on ath an B . Green
(BBA) is divisional accountant for Continuing
Medical Education at
Vanderbilt University
School of Medicine. This
fall he will begin a J.D./
Ph.D. program at Northeastern University on a
merit scholarship.

Yukiko Inoue

Yukiko Inoue (PhD),
assistant professor of educational research at the
University of Guam,
received the Faculty

Award for Excellence in
Research in March.

former theater and
English teacher at Bolton
High School, where sh e
founded the Pied Pipers,
a traveling theater
group.

Dr. David Jackson Jr.
(PhD) has been asked to
serve as editor for th e
Booker T. Washington
Encyclopedia.
1998
Laurel Clark (BA) was
accepted to the MidAmerica Earthquake
Center's Field Mission
Fellows program hosted
by the Department of
Civil and Environmental Engineering at
Imperial College in
London. She and three
other students traveled
to Greece for a hands-on
assessment of earthquake damage. Clark is
a University of Memphis
graduate student doing
work in paleoseismology.

April Johnson (BA) h as
been promoted to account
executive at Chandler,
Ehrlich & Co.
Dr. Jonathan Jones
(PhD) served as researcher and consultant for the
WKNO-TV documentary
Memphis at the Millennium. His article, "When
Expectations Exceed
Reality: The Missouri
Expedition of 1819," was
published in the Missouri
Historical Review. Jones
works in the Office of
Resource Development for
the Memphis Area
Chamber of Commerce.

Jennifer Smith

Jennifer Smith (BSEd)
is a third-year pharmacy
student at The University of Tennessee, Memphis.
Veronique Worlds
(BSEd) is a primary
teacher at Katz-McMillan
Elementary, a year-round
cooperating school in Las
Vegas.
1999
Allan B arrow (BPS),
an educational assistant
at Covington Middle
School, received a Dean's
Award for Special
Achievement at The U of
M. He is a graduate student in social work and
counseling.

Kell Christie (MFA) was
named general manager
of the Harrell Theatre in
Collierville. Christie is a

Kristi L. Crawford (JD)
opened a new office for
the law firm of Siskind,
Susser, Haas & Devine in
Durham, N.C. She concentrates her practice in
immigration and nation ality law.
Mark A. Manno (JD) has
joined the law firm of
Baker, Donelson,
Bearman & Caldwell as
an associate in the firm's
Johnson City, Tenn.,
office.
Joy Simon (BSN) accept ed a position in medical
sales with Ansell Perry
Inc.

Florence Hall (BS '89)
met with Sen. Bill Frist
(R-Tenn.) to support
new legislation for
injured and chronically
ill workers who have
been diagnosed as
disabled. She is director of the Disability
Advocate Center in
Memphis.

Mark your calendar!

HOMECOMING
is

October 21
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

Kristi Crawford
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University College Honors
Lawing
"I entered college at 4 7, and it gave me a whole
new way oflife," says Barbara H . Lawing. "I owe
the University an awful lot."
Lawing (BPS '82, MA '84) has done a lot for The
U of M as well. In April the University College honored her with its Alumni Achievement award.
The award recognizes Lawing's contributions to
the University and to the Alumni Association, says
Dr. Susanne Darnell, interim dean of the University
College. Lawing has served as a mentor and tutor to
student athletes since 1985. A member of the
University College's alumni chapter board of directors, she has served on the Alumni Association's
athletics and scholarship committees. She also was
president of the Women's Leadership Council. An
adjunct professor of economics at The U of M, she
has also taught at Christian Brothers University,
Shelby State Community College and Cumberland
University.
The mother of five and grandmother of three is
employed with the Memphis and Shelby County
Division of Planning and Development, where she
develops applications for state infrastructure
grants. "We try to bring new companies to Memphis
and create new jobs," explains Lawing.
She earned legal assistant certification from the
University College in
1998. Lawing has tried
to audit at least one
graduate course per
semester since 1994.
Lawing has also
been involved in politics.
She assisted state lawmakers with redistricting in 1982 and 1992.
She was moderator for
the television production
Democratic Women
Report and parliamentarian for the Tennessee
Federation of Democratic
Women.
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MEMORIAM

The University of Memphis Alumni
Association expresses sympathy to
the families and friends of these
individuals:

Mary Virginia Wilson McGowan '54,
Feb. '00
Mary Elizabeth Hollan Smith, '56, '59,
Feb. '00
Robert F. Sharpe '57, Jan. '00
Anna M. Henderson '58, April '00
Aubrey R. Whitley '59, Dec. '99

Alumni
(Listed alphabetically by graduation
date)

1960s-70s

1920s-30s
Ralph S. Moose '34, Feb. '00
Edwin L. Martin '35, April '00
Dr. Richard A. Miller '35, April '00
Jack C. Renshaw '35, March '00
Troy W. Tomlin '36, April '00
Rebecca L. Brammer Manning '38,
Feb. '00

1940s-50s
Bessie J. Hayes '40, Aug. '99
Mary Sue Boushe '41, Feb. '00
Mary Frances Grantham Bean '42,
March '00
Barbara Walker Hummel '48, June '00
Charles K. Knotts '49, March '00
Kathleen C. Miller '49, March '00
John Bobby Tucker '51, March '00
Jewel E . Clark Jr. '53, Feb. '00
Margaret McCoy Hayne '54, '59,
March '00

George D. Bush '60, April '00
Dr. Virgil E. Lawrence Jr. '60, '62,
Feb. '00
W. Rhodes McCarroll '61, March '00
Dr. S. Robert Frank '62, Feb. '00
Jim N. Waller '64, March '00
Dr. Selma S. Lewis '66, '76, March '00
Sandra K. Stubblefield '68, March '00
Virginia P. "Ginger" McLellan '68, '71,
Feb. '00
Sister Mary Linus Bishop '70, April '00
Dr. Roland W. Jones III '70, Jan. '00
Henry B. Calhoun '71, '79, March '00
Nancy Strickland Yunker '73, March '00
Ollye Castle Curry '74, April '00
Jordan A. DeMille '74, '90, May '00
Dr. Marian Morrison Hamilton '74,
Apr. '00
Pamela Cates McKnight '74, '76,
Apr. '00
Susanne Norris '74, April '00
Nancy Keirns Ryan '74, Feb. '00

ALUMNI

1980s-90s
Rev. Walter J . Eason Jr. '81, Feb. '00
Gregory N. Rhudy '81, Feb. '00
John DeCleux '82, April '99
Martha Chase Scott '88, Feb. '00
E. Stephen Rogers '92, May '00
James E. Leverette Jr. '94, May '00
Thomas P. Smith '96, March '00
Andrea K. Hanson '97, May '00
Edward N. Healy '98, Feb. '00
Faculty/Staff

BUILDA
LEGACY. • •

One Brick at a Titne

John L. Coltart Jr., April '00
Stephen P. Cutler, April '00
Dr. William R. Gillaspie, Feb. '00
Ora Lee Guice Ledbetter, Feb. '00
Dr. James S. Matthews, March '00
James A. Null '50, '68, April '00
Dr. Joseph R. Riley '49, April '00
Gayoseca 0. Seals, March '00
Richard H. Schultz, March '00
Friends
Daniel Russell, Feb. '00
Dallas E . Stanley, March '00
Dr. Paul H. Williams, March '00

ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: J. Kenneth Hazen (BBA '75), President; Patrick N. Lloyd (BBA '76), President-Elect; Richard Glassman (BS '69, JD '72), Treasurer; Stephen W. Vescovo (BBA
'77, JD '80), Past President; Homer B. Branan (BBA '68, BL '68); Jim Canfield (BBA '80); Larry P. Cox (BBA '69, MBA '73); Bernice Bouie Donald (JD '79); Bob Eoff (BA '71 ); Jimmie D. Fouts Sr. (BBA
'63); Dawn Fulwood (BBA '86); Shirley H. Hilliard (BSEd '74, MEd '77, EdD '97); J. Kevin Hyneman ('83); Dennis H. Jones (BBA '73, MS '74); Patrick W. Lawler (BA '77, MS '81); John T. Lawrence

(BS '70); Rick Masson (BA '78, MS '87); Marsha McDonald (BA '73); Gaelin D. Neely (BBA '84); Don Ray (BBA '76); Jack Sammons (BBA '85); Preston Shaw Jr. (BBA 74); Ken Sossaman (BBA '75);
Thomas Sullivan (BBA '74); Laurie Tucker (BBA '78, MBA '83); Johnnie Turner (MEd '71); Beverly Vaughan (BBA '78, JD '84); James T. "Tom" Watson (BBA '70)

AT-LARGE COUNCIL MEMBERS: Henri Brooks (BSEd '72); Carol Chumney (BA '83, JD '86); Florence Crenshaw Hall (BS '89); William "Trip" Jones 111 (BSET '77, MS '86)
DISTRICT COUNCIL MEMBERS: Harvey Berkowitz (BBA '69), Atlanta; Dennis J. Biodrowski (BS '63), Dallas/Ft. Worth; Robert W. Canfield Jr. (BBA '59), Boston; Brad Hancock (BBA

Become a lasting part of history by placing a brick in the University's
new Student Plaza. You may purchase a brick in your own
name, or you may choose to honor someone who made a difference to The University of Memphis or in your life. The
attractive gray granite brick will be a permanent tribute to a
parent, grandparent, friend, a favorite faculty member, or a
dub or organization. Bricks will be personalized with 14 characters per line with a maximum of two lines.
Proceeds from the brick sales will go to the Legacy

Scholarship Campaign, which provides scholarships for students who demonstrate leadership skills and community
involvement.
Each $100 brick is tax deductible. The 4" x 8" bricks will
be prominently displayed in the Student Plaza, which will be
constructed between the Administration Building on the west,
Scates Hall on the east, Manning Hall on the north and the
University Center on the south. The beautifully landscaped
area will include a fountain and flag court, outdoor furniture,
assembly areas, and lovely walkways paved with special
Legacy Campaign bricks.

-----------YES, I'LL SUPPORT THE LEGACY!

I request _ _ brick(s) at $100 each.

'80), Jackson, Tenn.; Rick Kale (BSEd '72), Jackson, Miss.; Harry A. Paulk (BS '60), Chattanooga

CONSTITUENT CHAPTERS: Arts & Sciences: Susie Hayes (BS '65, MA '71 ); AUSP: Dana Turner Kobler (MA '94); Band: Tim Blabey (BBA '94); Business & Economics: Rob Evans (MBA
'97); Education: Dr. Carolyn McKellar (EdD '77); Emeriti: Dot Arata; Engineering: Bob Rogers (BSME '84, MS '89); Journalism: Tom Stone (BS '71 ); Law: Chris Cornaghie (BA '72, JD '75); Luther C.

McClellan: Olander Franklin (BA '81 ); Nursing: Tammy Keough (BSN '96); University College: Kelley Johnson (BPS '81 ); Women's Leadership Council: Beverly Vaughan (BBA '78, JD '84); Young Alumni
Council: Jay Lawrence (BA '94, MS '98)

0 I do not want to buy a brick, but I would like to support chis special project with a gift of$ _ _ _ .
0 My check, made payable
is enclosed.

to

The University ofMemphis Foundation,

U OF M CLUBS: Atlanta: Robert Daniel (BS '92); Big Hatchie (Covington): C. Mike Travis (BS '77); Birmingham: Dewayne Nix (BSEd '72); Chattanooga: TBA; Dallas/Ft. Worth: Brian Kelley
(BBA '69); Eastern Arkansas: Carlton Coveny (BA '88); Greater Memphis Club: Ann Harbor (BA '73, MS '89); Houston: Sam Blustein (BSEE '75); Jackson, Tenn.: Jim Murdaugh ('70); Nashville: Houston
Davis (BA '95)

ALUMNI STAFF: Associate Vice President for Development and Alumni Affairs, Daniel P. Thiel; Managing Director of Advancement Services, Tona Jackson Simpson (BA '88, MA '95); Programs
Director, Tammy Hedges; Program Coordinator, Scott Forman (BBA '98); Program Coordinator, Kendra Gray (BBA '00)

0 Charge the amount of$ _ _ _ co my Visa, MasterCard,
American Express or Discover. (Circle one.)
Please Print Name_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Home Phone Number_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Card# _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ Exp. Date _ __ _ _ __
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Please inscribe brick(s) as indicated below. If ordering
mulciple bricks, please copy chis form. Please print
dearly. A character is a letter, space or punctuation
mark. A Greek letter counts as two characters.

t:~: ~:I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I
Fax this form to 901 /678-5215 or mail it to:
The University of Memphis Alumni Association
120 Alumni Center, The University of Memphis
Memphis, TN 38152

The University of Memphis
Division of Marketing and Advancement
Creative Services Office
301 Administration Building
Memphis, Tennessee 38152-3370

Periodical
Postage
Paid at
Memphis,
Tennessee

University of Memphis junior Sommer Daniel studies on a bench across
from the new Michael D. Rose Theater and Lecture Hall, which is scheduled for completion this fall. With a seating capacity of nearly 1,000, the
building features modern digital projection and sound systems, theatrical
stage lighting, adjustable acoustics and a banquet and entertainment room.
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